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PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION 


By Davm C. Morr 


The Pioneer Lawmakers Association of Iowa met in its twenty- 
fourth biennial session in the Portrait Gallery of the Historical, 
Memorial and Art Department, Des Moines, February 20, 1935. 
President John T. Clarkson called the meeting to order at about 
9:30 A. M. and asked the Reverend Percy M. Thomas, pastor 
of Friends Church, East Des Moines, to give the invocation, and 
he spoke in part as follows: 


INVOCATION BY THE REVEREND PERCY M. THOMAS 


Almighty God, our gracious Heavenly Father, our hearts fill with 
gratitude as we are caused to remember the multitude of blessings with 
which thou hast surrounded us. As we contemplate the pleasant situa- 
tion in which we find ourselves, living in this wonderful state in the 
midst of the richest nation in the world, with every modern convenience 
placed at our command, we are made to remember that other men have 
labored and we have entered into their labors. “Truly the lines have 
fallen to us in pleasant places.” 

Not only are we the beneficiaries of material blessings without number, 
but we are heirs to the noblest ideals that have ever motivated any 
people. Ideals forged on the anvil of pioneer living and in the white 
heat of a simple yet unwavering faith in God. As we stand today in 
this art gallery, whose walls are adorned with the portraits of those 
who have served this their state in public life and have left behind a 
record of faithfulness to their generation, we recall the words of St. 
Paul, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, . . . and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us.” 

We would not pray, our Father, that the difficulties and adversities 
of this hour be removed, but we do pray that thou wouldst give to us 
something of the courage, fearlessness, and faith of the pioneer men 
and women who blazed the trails of human progress and achievement 
into the Middle West. As we of this generation are matched against 
this hour, give us grace and wisdom to so order our lives and discharge 
our duties that our children may honor us, as we seek to honor those 
who are dead yet speak to us this day through their noble achievements, 
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We ask these favors in the name of our Lord and Master, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


Brigadier General Charles H. Grahl, adjutant general, was 
introduced and spoke as follows: 


ADDRESS OF BRIGADIER GENERAL CHARLES H. GRAHL 


Mr. Chairman, Members and Friends of the Pioneer Lawmakers As- 
sociation: Governor Herring has requested me to extend to you his 
genuine disappointment in being unable to weleome you this morning. 
As I left his office a few moments ago he was in conference with mem- 
bers of both houses of the legislature on matters of vital Importance, 
In view of the fact that many of you present are former legislators, I 
am confident you will fully appreciate his situation. 

I feel particularly honored to have been selected by the Governor to 
represent him upon this occasion. It was my privilege to serve as a 
page in the Senate during the Thirty-second and Thirty-third general 
assemblies. The associations, the friendships, and the contacts I made 
with legislators and public officials as a boy have been a constant in- 
spiration to me. Many of the friends I made at that time have had a 
direct bearing upon my life, and I consider that experience to have 
been a reali education. 

On behalf of our Governor, I wish to extend te all ef you a most 
cordial welcome, and I know it is his sincere wish that your meeting 
here this morning, and your meeting this afternoon with the joint session 
of the legislature will be a memorable one. 


Former Speaker of the House, Joseph H. Anderson, was then 
introduced to respond. Governor Herring not having been able 
to be present and deliver his address of welcome in person, and 
having sent a representative there to do it for him, the following 
response to the Governor was therefore moditied in its dlivery 
to fit the situation that had arisen. It is here given as it would 
have been delivered if the Governor had been present in person. 


ADDRESS OF FORMER SPEAKER JOSEPH H. ANDERSON 


Mr. Chairman, Pioneer Lawmakers, Ladies and Gentlemen, Your Ex- 
cellency Governor Herring: It is gracious of you, Governor, to come 
over here to greet the Pioneer Lawmakers. It is pleasant to have our 
presence recognized. It is nice of you to extol our virtues and to 
acknowledge the par excellence of our services to the state. I am sure 
you can sense the significance of our existence. I am equally certain 
that any one who can sound the depths of our experience will also surely 
have got himself “a heart of wisdom.” 

Whether we stage our appearance and performance under the Golden 
Dome of notoriety in a Republican era of prosperity or in the dark 
ages of a depression, there is always the possible consolation that when 
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we go out with the tide of time, we will surely find our proper place 
among the immortals. What that proper place may be I do not know. 

Governor, there are a number of things for which you are to be com- 
mended. May I pause to pay you just one simple sincere compliment. 
I believe the people like you, Governor, because you seem to be so 
utterly unafraid. You dare to think aloud and you dare to do things. 
That quality alone covers a multitude of sins, if you have any. 

I have in mind a man upon whose headstone I believe the historian 
will write just one single sentence: “They sought to impeach the War 
Governor for the folly of his patriotism.” That was the price he paid 
for immortality. It is enough. No one will inquire further. I have in 
mind another man too that I also love to think of as a friend. He too 
knew the pain that malicious hatred can inflict upon him who would 
stand between poverty and oppression. No one can rob either of his 
place among those who will never be forgotten. 

In a little while the veil will be drawn to reveal the portraits of these 
men that will henceforth hang among those of other illustrious sons of 
Iewa in this gallery of art. 

Legislative investigations still seem to retain all the alluring and en- 
ticing qualities and characteristics of old. Investigation designed for 
intensive study of yital public problems is evidently an intelligent and 
effective method of approach to remedial legislation. Investigation in- 
volving the assumption and the exercise of judicial and executive func- 
tions by a General Assembly is usually a total loss to the state. Investi- 
gation designed as a factory for political munitions and war is de- 
structive of good government. Here’s hoping that investigations by this 
General Assembly may be of a kind and character to promote sound, 
sober, deliberative, constructive results. 

Pioneer Lawmakers is an intriguing term, cleverly appropriated to 
perpetuate our interest—and perhaps our importance. It implies almost 
an unlimited historical horizon. When we qualified as members of this 
Supreme Council of Pioneer Lawmakers, we were initiated into the great- 
ness and grandeur that was once Rome. It is our ticket of admission to 
all the mysteries of antiquity. We can hob-nob with the Solons of the 
centuries. We can sit down with Moses and compare our Iowa Code 
with his tablets of stone. In an argument I believe we could convince 
Moses that we have a larger legislative vocabulary than he had and that 
we can pass more numerous and complicated laws than he, whether they 
mean anything or not. Of course, while we were sunning ourselves in 
our own conceit on the Summit of Mount Sinai, some darn fool might 
come along and tell us that Pioneer Lawmaker is only a glorified desig- 
nation of a political has-been. 

Now, Governor, if you choose to retain your present position in the 
public service until you can qualify as a member of our Supreme 
Council of Pioneer Lawmakers, I shall then come back and insist that 
you give your own response to the governor. If my computations are 
correct, you have only eighteen years left to serve. 
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May I again express our appreciation of your courteous words of 
welcome. Thank you! 


Then followed the address of the president of the association, 
former Senator John T. Clarkson of Albia, who spoke in part 
as follows: 


ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT JOHN T. CLARKSON 


Two years have passed since last we met in convention to renew 
friendships and erase bitterness, if any, formed during the time when 
as members of the Iowa General Assembly we rendered public service 
in one branch of our state government. 

It is a source of inspiration to see the splendid attendance at this 
convention of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association, but I would not have 
vou infer that the name means old has-beens, but rather in the sense 
of preparing the way for another. Perhaps it may be truthfully said 
of some of our members who are convinced that we not only prepared 
the way but completed the job, leaving nothing further to be had or 
done, except perhaps to do a little painting to cover the spots where 
the heat of the battles left its mark. 

Be that as it may, those who fail to attend our conventions miss the 
enjoyable phase of their past legislative experiences in that the many 
words uttered, which then seemed mean and ofttimes hurt, have passed 
away, the wounds healed over, and we revel in the pleasant recollection 
of the many courtesies extended, and especially enjoy greeting the 
fellow who predicted dire results if your measure became law, when 
experience has proven they were mistaken. 

I would not have you feel that reviewing the past is our primary 
duty and obligation 


far from it. With our past experience we owe a 
duty to the people of our state to continue in the work of pioneering 
that is paving the way for others, and we can do that work with far 
greater freedom than as members of the General Assembly. Then we 
were somewhat restricted by our Supreme Court, the guardians of our 
Constitution. Now we defy them, as our bills are always constitutional, 
and truthfully say “Your conscience is your constitution and guide.” 

I note that the Supreme Court of recent date held that in passing 
upon the constitutionality of a presumed law it is their duty to go 
behind the enrolled bill. This may be good law as applied to an act 
passed by a body operating under restriction, but we function in the 
realms of pure and unrestricted freedom and deny the power of any 
other body to pass upon our laws. This, they cannot do if they would, 
as our bills find a repository in the waste basket. 

Speaking seriously, I present for your consideration the repeal of 
what is known as the Primary Law; a law that imposes a heavy burden 
upon the tax payer and the candidates. The law was enacted to correct 
evils that were intolerable. Night club meetings were resolved into po- 
litical caucuses to elect delegates to county and state conventions. Many 
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times notices for a caucus were posted an hour or two before the 
meeting, which was fixed at a time convenient for the powers that be, 
knowing none others would be in attendance; but the remedy has not 
proven all that we hoped for. But we can truthfully say “truth crushed 
to earth shall rise again.” If it does not rise it is fair to infer that it 
lacked truth, but it may require the efforts of a pioneer to cause it to 
rise when clothed in better form. 

Many who do not understand a proposition generally deny its value. 
If it contains merit the pioneer will steadily advocate its virtues until 
under the power of reasoning right will prevail. Those who opposed the 
enactment of the primary can find little, if any, comfort at this day by 
saying “I told you so”; but we may with satisfaction look upon those 
who offered constructive measures to overcome the evils with which we 
were disgusted. 

We do not care to return to the former unregulated method, but 
should provide for a legalized caucus, safeguarded and ample oppor- 
tunity given to every member of the respective parties to attend and 
make known their choice of delegates. The delegates thus chosen for 
the county convention to nominate candidates for county offices and elect 
delegates to the state convention to nominate candidates for state offices, 
and like procedure for district officers, in these times when by reason 
of the depression the saving in expense would be a valuable asset worth 
favorable consideration. 

Some may say why devote our time to such measures? The ready 
answer is found in the words of wisdom uttered by Franklin: “Leisure 
is the time to do something useful.” 

As president of the Association I greet you and trust that in due 
course of the splendid program prepared by our secretary you will 
express yourself freely as of yore, remembering we have others, old and 
young, who are ready, anxious and willing. 


Short talks of a reminiscent nature were then made by former 
Senator Frederick Eversmeyer, former Representative John C. 
De Mar, former Senator Charles J. Fulton, former Governor iB: 
F. Carroll, former Senator A. B. Funk, former Senator George 
Cosson, former Judge J. H. Henderson, and former Representa- 
tive E. J. Bradley. Mr. Bradley offered a resolution urging the 
General Assembly to have replaced in future editions of the 
Official Register the alphabetical list of names of all who have 
served in the General Assembly in former sessions and moved its 
adoption. Governor Carroll moved as a substitute that the presi- 
dent and secretary of this association be directed to request the 
secretary of state to replace the names of former members of the 
General Assembly and also of former state officers in the next 
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edition of the Official Register. The motion to substitute carried 
and the motion as substituted carried. 

_ President Clarkson appointed as the Committee on Nomina- 
tions the following members: A. B. Funk, Charles J. Fulton, 
and John C, De Mar. 


The association at this time participated with the Historical, 
Memorial and Art Department in the installation of two por- 
traits, one of former United States Circuit Judge William S. 
Kenyon, and one of former Governor William L. Harding. Presi- 
dent Clarkson turned the gavel over to Justice E.G. Albert, 
member of the Board of Trustees of the Department, who de- 
livered the following address: 


ADDRESS OF JUSTICE E. G. ALBERT 


When I view the beauties of Blashfield’s allegorical picture at the 
head of the grand stairway in the Statehouse, marred only by the fact 
that the driver is on the wrong side of the ox team, which is intended 
to typify the old saying that “Westward the star of empire takes its 
way,” my mind reverts to our forebears who forded the Father of 
Waters seeking a place where they could hew out their fortunes. They 
were an adventurous class of people, rough and rugged in their ways, 
but they became the nucleus of our present civilization. Amidst all the 
surroundings of pioneer life, they fought against the bitter cold and 
snows of the winter and the burning heat of the summer, seeking to 
acquire the possession of a part of the earth that they could call their 
own, from which they could wrestle a living and accumulate something 
for their old age, and possibly accumulate sufficient of the world’s goods 
that the lives of their children should be less laborious than were their 
forebears’. Possibly this was a mistaken notion, at least in the face of 
the divine command, “In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat thy 
bread.” It was supposed that these forefathers laid a firm foundation 
on which our civilization was to be built, and passed it on to us to 
carry on, Do we appreciate the duties resting upon us to continue the 
superstructure as was anticipated by our ancestors? We are now told 
that many of the foundation stones thus laid by our forefathers, and 
their notions of the accumulation of wealth for their old age and for 
the benefit of their progeny, were mistaken ideas; that they are not 
entitled to the same; that the accumulations, through their struggles 
and thrift, shall be taken away from them and given to those who have 


been less thrifty and saving. In the subduing of the virgin states by” 


our forefathers, one struggle was to dispose of the surface water on 
these agricultural lands, to the end that there would be larger produc- 
tivity. As I look back, even in my days, I can see the old-fashioned 
ditching machine, drawn by four, eight, or twelve ox teams, through 
the low and swampy land. Later a wave swept over northwestern Iowa 
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and, at an expense of millions of dollars and the loss of many farms 
to the owners, or at least the creation of excessive burdens, the wet 
part of the state was largely freed from surface water, thus bringing 
into production more than a million acres of land. We are now told 
that this was all a mistake, that we have too many productive acres, 
and that the same must be reduced. We have had for many years a 
State Agricultural College, rightly recognized as the outstanding insti- 
tution in its line in the United States. It has devoted its purposes to 
making two blades of grass grow where one grew before, and two stalks 
of corn with a double size ear; not to make twbd hogs grow where one 
grew before, but, by scientific feeding and care, to reduce the time and 
the quantity of feed necessary to produce the finished product. We are 
now advised that this also was a mistake. We have, at the expense of 
the state, between fifteen and twenty thousand young people in our 
colleges and universities, and we are educating in our public school 
system, about five hundred and twenty-five thousand students, at an 
expense of more than one-half of all the taxes paid to the state. Is it 
possible that this, also, is a mistake? When one views the condition of 
our civilization at the present time and in the light of present condi- 
tions, one can but wonder whether the stones in the foundation of our 
civilization, which were thus laid by our forebears, are not being gradu- 
ally swept away. The growth of civilization is slow; it is not a question 
of months or years, but a question of decades and centuries. Any 
theories founded on the bright and insidious sands of expediency are 
bound to slow up, if not stop, the growth and progress. The student 
of civilization is compelled to pause and wonder whether we are at a 
stopping point in the growth of our civilization, and must reconstruct 
and rebuild the foundation. 

Through the generosity of the state, this department has been able 
to accumulate this gallery of portraits. You will find here the portraits 
of all the governors of the state of Iowa, from the territorial govern- 
ment to the present administration. Arrangements have been made for 
the painting of the portrait of the present governor, which will be taken 
care of in due time. In addition, you will find the portraits of a number 
of senators and representatives of this state in Congress, together with 
those of men who have been outstanding in the history and development 
of the state. The occasion causes an alarm at the door of memory. I 
presume that there is no one present whose memory extends beyond the 
time when Governor Kirkwood was the first war governor of Iowa. 
You will see many faces here that are familiar to you, and many others 
which are shrouded in the mists of time. I must confess to you that, 
as to the artistry connected with these portraits, I know nothing. I have 
no power to view these portraits from an artistic standpoint. When I 
gaze upon Leonardo da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” and see the eyes which 
appear to follow me around the room, the changing expressions appar- 
ently shown on the countenance, the smile on one occasion, and the 
cynical smile on another, I seem to feel that she is alive. This measures 
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my view of a portrait, When these two excellent portraits are pre- 
sented to your view, and I look at them, I measure their value to me 
by the same rule. My leng and intimate acquaintance with both of 
these men makes me wonder, when these portraits are inveiled and I> 
these men makes me wonder, when these portraits are unveiled and I 
gaze upon them, are they of such character as that when I address them 
as “BH,” and “Bill,” as I have dene en many occasions in the past, 
they will look to me as though they are alive, or will they simply look 


to me as a conglomeration of design, colors, canvas, and a gilded frame. — 


Miss Barbara Harding then unveiled the two portraits. Justice 
Mitchell spoke as follows concerning Judge Kenyon: — 


ADDRESS OF JUSTICE RICHARD F, MITCHELL 


When a boy in grade school in Fort Dodge, together with two of 
my young companions I teek French leave one afternoon and followed 
the crowd to the court room in the eld Federal Building. The room was 
jammed, A murder triak—the mest sensational In the history of the 
county and that part of the state—was in progress, and as_in this day, 
so in that, murder trials attracted the attention of the people. Two 
brothers were charged with the murder of their two neighbors over a 
boundary Line dispute. The State ef Iowa was represented by its then 
county attorney and as special preseeator, the Honorable John F. Dun- 
combe, known to the bench and the bar of this state as one of Iowa’s 
really great lawyers. The defendants were represented by Senator 
Thomas D, Healy, and his distinguished brother, the Honorable M. F. 
Healy, The presiding Judge was a young man, hardly thirty, but, due 
to his knowledge of the law, his fairness in his rulings, and the dignified 
manner In which he presided, he won the admiration of all that at- 
tended, including the three members of the audience that were supposed 
to be In school rather than in court, 

That is my first impression of William S. Kenyon. From that time 
on to the date of his death it was my privilege to respect his great 
ability, to admire his pregress In life, and te claim him as a friend. 
When I graduated from law school, at his request it was my privilege 
to work In his aftice in Washington, Judge Kenyon being at that time 
a member of the United States Senate. And when, two years ago, I 
Was a candidate for the Supreme Court ef Iowa, I received a letter 
from hin, written In lenghand, in which he said, “I want you te know 
that there are three absent-veters’ ballots being sent from Maine, all 
marked for you—Mrs, Kenyon’s, my secretary's, and mine.” 

While Judge Kenyon was not bern in Towa, practically his entire life 
Was spent within the borders of this state, and the better part of it in 
the service of the people of Iowa, At Grinnell College he received his 
early education, Then to the University of Iowa for his legal training. 
Returning to Fort Dodge after graduating, he started upon the prac- 
tice of his chosen profession. At the age of twenty-five we find him 
elected to the office of county attorney of Webster County, in which 
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WILLIAM SQUIRE KENYON 
From an oil painting from life in 1931 by Carl W. Rawson. 
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position he served as prosecuting attorney for a period of four years. 
He stepped from prosecuting attorney to judge of the District Court 
of the Eleventh Judicial District of Iowa. After two years as one of 
the presiding judges of that district he resigned and re-entered the 
practice of law at Fort Dodge. Shortly thereafter he was appointed 
district attorney of the Illinois Central Railroad, and within a few 
years we find him as general counsel of that great system. In 1910 he 
was appointed by President Taft as assistant to the attorney general 
of the United States in charge of the enforcement of the Hepburn 
Rate Act and the Sherman Anti-trust Act, and while holding that office 
he represented the government in litigation of national importance. 
While still serving in the Department of Justice he was, in 1911, elected 
by the General Assembly of Iowa United States senator to fill the 
unexpired term of Senator Jonathan P. Dolliver. He was twice re- 
elected as senator from Iowa and resigned from the Senate in 1922, 
when appointed by President Harding as judge of the Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, which position he filled until the time 
of his death in 1933, President Coolidge tendered to him the position 
of Secretary of the Navy, which position he refused to accept. Presi- 
dent Hoover appointed him a member of the Law Enforcement Com- 
mission, of which the Hon. George W. Wickersham was chairman, and 
for months there was added to the many duties of his office the arduous 
labor incident to that commission. Many times he was prominently 
spoken of as a candidate for vice president, and president of the United 
States. 

This, in brief, is a short record of a man of remarkable industry, 
energy and capacity, who cheerfully gave the best that was in him to 
the labors and duties of whatever task he undertook. His great mind 
served with intelligence and comprehension the rights and wants of the 
people and his big heart drove him on and on to accomplish something 
in their behalf. He had a fine instinct of justice, and in attempting 
to secure it for the multitudes of his country, he bore upon his own 
shoulders the burden which injustice had imposed upon others. He was 
an apostle of progressive political thinking in this state, and an earnest 
advocate of the causes which he championed. As United States senator 
he labored in Washington in behalf of the common people of his state 
and country. Here was one of the most untiring defenders of the masses. 
Nis whole effort in Congress was devoted to the cause of social justice, 
for as a senator he fully realized the injustices suffered by the people 
because of their exploitation by the privileged classes. He was one of 
the first real statesmen of America to be lined up on the side of hu- 
manity in its perpetual conflict with privilege. Possessed of a powerful 
intellect and a great, human heart, he fought year after year for the 
forgotten man, woman and child of his time. 

At the time of his resignation from the United States Senate in 
1922 to accept the appointment on the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals, second in authority and power only to the United States Su- 
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preme Court, critics of Judge Kenyon—and like all men of prominence 
he had his eritics—charged him with leaving the field of battle for the 
quiet, peace and dignity of the court. To these a¢cusations—and some 
of them found their way into public print—Judge Kenyon made no 
public response, but with his intimate friends he did not hesitate to 
discuss this matter frankly and candidly as was his custom. “They say 
I am deserting the field of battle,’ Kenyon told his friends, “that I am 
running away from the fight to the solitude and calm of the court. I 
do not feel that way about it. In fact, I believe that I am but leaving 
a minor engagement to enter what is destined to be the greatest battle- 
field in the history of the American Republic. I am convinced the time 
is rapidly approaching when the whole question of the preservation of 
American liberty and constitutional government will be fought in the 
courts, when the courts will be our safeguard against the overthrow 
of the American concept of government as handed down to us by the 
Fathers of the Republic.” Remember that Judge Kenyon made this 
statement some ten or twelve years ago. I am not suggesting that the 
time he feared has actually arrived, but that there was much farsighted- 
ness in his remarks cannot be questioned. Bear in mind that Judge 
Kenyon was a Liberal, in the very best sense of the word. He brought 
to the bench all the human. qualities, the tenderness, the consideration, 
the passion for fair play, that he possessed as an individual, and which 
endeared him so to those of us whose privilege it was to know him 
intimately. A wise judge, skilled in the law, and yet ever the human 
being. And so, when Judge Kenyon talked about the preservation of 
the constitutional government and the great struggle facing the courts, 
he was not by any manner or means echoing the philosophy of those 
reactionary individuals who can do no more than blindly follow rules 
laid down by men long since dead. But as Judge Kenyon was ever the 
human judge, never hesitating to evoke the rule of common sense in 
his judicial opinions, nevertheless he realized that the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our constitutional system of government must be maintained 
at all hazards, lest in loosening one brick the whole structure tumble 
down. He knew that scoundrels can wear the mask of liberals. He 
knew that expediency must be considered but that it must be measured 
carefully, else for the apparent advantage of the moment we bring on 
ourselves far greater ills than those from which we tried to escape. 
Such was Kenyon’s intelligent liberalism. 

Much has happened in the world since Judge Kenyon took his place 
on the federal bench. Autocracy under the guise of dictatorship pre- 
vails in many countries. Liberty and freedom are forgotten words in 
these countries. In the throes of the greatest economic depression in 
history, the United States carries on, our great governmental institu- 
tions standing as erect as ever, and the constitutional rights of our 
citizens have been maintained. For the continuation of this happy situa- 
tion we must look, and I believe with perfect confidence, to our courts. 
Great questions are before the courts today, probably the greatest in 
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the history of the American judiciary, carrying out to some extent the 
prophecy of Judge Kenyon of a dozen years ago. In meeting these 
great issues, we can have perfect faith that the courts will decide for 
the best, facing situations that exist and at the same time doing so 
without weakening our constitutional principles of government. Such is 
the glorious record of our judiciary. One can only regret that Judge 
Kenyon was not spared a few years longer, so that his great and noble 
mind could have participated in the framing of these historic decisions. 

And so, as we meet here today in this building, dedicated to the 
history of lowa—and truly, the history of Iowa is the history of her 
great men—as we recall his record as prosecuting attorney, as district 
judge, as assistant attorney general of the United States, as United 
States senator, as judge of the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, and as 
we think that in these public positions which he held, he contacted all 
sorts and conditions of men—the good and the bad, the virtuous and 
the vicious, the educated and the unlettered, the rich and the poor, the 
honored and the obscure—and as we remember, in the words of ex- 
Goovernor Kendall, this man, after forty years of public service, emerged 
“unsoiled and unspoiled,” truly, his portrait should hang upon the walls 
of this Historical Building that it may be an inspiration to the men 
and women of tomorrow who will be charged with carrying on the 
good work that Judge Kenyon has rendered the state of Iowa. 

I have the privilege to present to this Historical Department, the por- 
trait of Judge William S. Kenyon. 


Former Justice Truman S. Stevens spoke as follows concern- 
ing Governor Harding: 


ADDRESS OF FORMER JUSTICE TRUMAN S. STEVENS 


We are assembled in this wonderful portrait gallery in the midst of 
faces typifying the greatness of Iowa’s citizenship. Here are gathered 
the faces of the brave and mighty heroes and heroines of each past and 
succeeding generation. We can feel the spirit of the pioneers and the 
builders of the decade in which they and their successors. wrought, 
hovering over us. Men and women—toilers and leaders, compatriots all. 
Imbued with the same spirit, animated by the same purpose, inspired 
by the same hope they transformed the wilderness into homes, villages 
and prosperous cities. Each succeeding generation with renewed faith 
and determination took up and carried forward the task of building 
and equipping a commonwealth. 

Forward has ever been the watchword, and the march has not and 
never will halt. This great gathering of portraits constitutes and pre- 
sents an illustration of our beginnings and of our progress as the 
builders of a great and enduring commonwealth. 

No state, no nation ever reaches the point of greatest usefulness 
without leaders—men and women gifted with high character, under- 
standing and vision—men and women who comprehend and understand 
the spirit, purpose and mission of their followers. 
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This commonwealth was builded and brought to its present greatness 
by the unbroken unity of all classes, leaders, masters at the arts of 
government and culture, leaders of heroic mould, high holy purpose, 
with visions ever widening to survey the expanding horizon. 

Organized society must go forward or ultimately perish. If there is 
no progress stagnation must result. The character of every great move- 
ment is typified by its leaders. In them the masses center their hopes. 

Here are gathered the portraits of a host of our great Jeaders—men 
and women of sublime faith in the eternal, of undaunted courage— 
men and women who believe in the highest and best—in justice, in hu- 
manity, in righteousness and in liberty. 

Although they have passed from the stage of human action and rest 
from their labors, they remain and continue to be leaders. The history 
of their lives, of their sacrifices and devotion are written upon every 
page. 

They can never die; as the procession moves on, in the hearts of our 
people they still lead. 

Such an one of the great leaders and teachers of the past was Wil- 
liam Lloyd Harding. His portrait just unveiled by his own lovely 
daughter richly belongs in this gallery of Iowa’s great and noble. Born 
to the soil which he cultivated in his youth he became strong in body 
and mind. Gifted with vision and ambition he saw far beyond the con- 
fines of his rustic surroundings and longed to enter a field of broader 
and greater possibilities. He sought and obtained an education. He 
entered the profession of the law. He quickly obtained recognition in 
his chosen profession for which his talents so ably fitted him, The 
humdrum of his profession did not however satisfy his desire for a 
wider and more useful field of endeavor. He sought the political arena. 
He became a candidate and was elected to the state legislature, Re- 
elected again and again he came into new activities, visioned new and 
wider horizons. His growing convictions, understanding and ambition 
drove him forward; he sought higher and wider recognition by his 
followers and became lieutenant governor, and then governor of his 
native state. In each of the stations filled he displayed the qualities of 
leadership that gave him the high place he filled in the affairs of our 
commonwealth. His terms as governor covered the period of the World 
War. His natural talents, his quick perception of public problems, his 
keen understanding of the complexities fitted him better, far better, 
than his fellows to discharge the onerous duties of this period, He was 
patriotic, patient, farseeing, capable. He possessed the ability to ana- 
lyze and construct. He was a builder. 

Time does not permit a review of his achievements. They are written 
imperishably in the history of his time. I prefer to speak of his per- 
sonal and public qualities, of the spirit that animated his great career. 
He loved his state and his country. He no sooner comprehended the 
problems of the hour than he offered some constructive solution thereof. 
He was a natural public speaker, His power of clear and comprehensive 


a ae Se 


576 ANNALS OF IOWA 


statement was marvelous. He made his hearers understand. As a cam- 
paigner for his party he had no rival. He was more than a great cam- 
paigner, he was an administrator of public affairs. What he promised 


‘to his constituents he sought with great scruples and ability to perform. 


His eye was on the future. His part in public life was to continue and 
ever push forward the building of our commonwealth; he saw no place 
to halt. His answer to his followers, to the ever restless throng was 
always a promise of the future. Yet he left no task of today unper- 
formed. His culture was of the mind and heart. He was sincere, honest 
and ever faithful. Fidelity to every public trust was to him a solemn 
duty. 

‘Brilliant, ambitious, patriotic, farseeing, he quickly won his way into 
public confidence. He filled a large niche in the affairs of his genera- 
tion. His usefulness continued to the last—he fell in battle, in the 
advocacy of a cause in which he believed with all the intensity of his 
nature. He could not falter; his broken health did not deter him. To 
the last he was the public servant and benefactor. He was indeed a 
great leader of men. The history of his career, of his part in building 
and serving his commonwealth, can never perish and will loom high in 
its history. - 

He has joined the men and women of the past who wrought before 
or with him in the building of an empire. It is appropriate that we 
today in this presence and in the light of his achievements place 
his portrait in this galaxy of the immortals. It is with pride and 
pleasure that I now tender this magnificent portrait of our illustrious 
friend and leader to this Department to be preserved and kept for the 
generations to come. With the close of this ceremony his portrait will 
help tell the story of his part in the achievements of our state, and 
enlist him in the ever growing procession of our beloved men and women 
who shall forever inspire and beckon us forward. 


ADDRESS OF ACCEPTANCE BY CURATOR EDGAR R. HARLAN 


It remains for me to express the pleasure of this institution in 
having the Pioneer Lawmakers Association our guest in its twenty- 
fourth biennial session. 

It has been in other recent years our guest. Earlier, when Charles 
Aldrich was an active member, it approved his purpose of creating 
here a formal repository for materials produced in the service of your 
membership in previous times, saved then and to be preserved always 
thereafter. 

We are here in the inspiring presence and amongst the spirits of 
lawmakers of Iowa of the past ninety-eight years. If we are not dumb 
we will be inspired with their thought and purpose for as many scores 
of years in future. 

Today in this program we are formally adding to these deposits, 
the portraits of two great figures in Iowa lawmaking history. It is 
becoming in us that we study in portraiture their faces, now that they 
are gone, among the faces they and you were familiar with; study the 


PIONEER LAWMAKERS ASSOCIATION 577 


laws they made, interpretations they wrote. Their labors, as labors of 
your own, my friends, and the scores of Iowa public citizens, are not 
lost, at least not yet. Those records are under this roof and shall so 
remain until their and your own foresight in providing the means, be 
not continued and not sustained in the policy of Iowa. 

It has concerned some of you that this structure may not be fully 
passed on to the next generation in all the service it now performs ; 
that these grounds may be in part devoted to less sacred but more 
“practical” use; that the adjacent ground may be used to “enlarge” 
this building, but for current office or other uses. 

I remind you, in whose hands repose the moral trust, that your 
appropriations of the public funds, for erecting this temple to receive 
these original materials, and thereafter to support the functions of 
their administration, began in the administration of Horace Boies; were 
followed in that of Leslie M. Shaw, and afterward from time to time 
up to and during the administration of William L. Harding; that in 
Shaw’s administration the cornerstone of this very structure was laid, 
and with his participation. John A. Kasson, in a memorable address, 
cast the public mind of Iowa in the direction of preserving the original 
evidence, from which may always be retrieved, if a modicum of brains 
be used, the facts of Iowa in its origin, in evolution and in its arrival 
at a fruition through the devoted labor of all pioneers. Afterwards, 
in the first administration of George W. Clarke, was passed Chapter 14, 
of the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. It corrected and completed the 
Capitol grounds. That had been recommended, in principle, by his prede- 
cessors Carroll, Garst, Cummins and Larrabee. Section 3 of the Act 
provided the plan for such corrected and completed grounds “. . . in 
accordance with the plan covering said extended grounds as contem- 
plated herein, submitted as the ‘Allison Memorial Commission plan,’ 
now on file in the office of the secretary of state .. .,” etc., etc, That 
plan for the grounds was drawn, submitted to and received the full 
approbation of all concerned, including that of the mind of General 
Grenville M. Dodge. Zeal increased for the plan because it provided for 
the long future. Governor Clarke and General Dodge directed Emanuel 
L. Masqueray, architect of the plan, marking upon it not only the site 
of the Capitol and of this building as they already stood, but indicating 
that the ground lying immediately to the north, “future Historical 
Building.” By the same method it placed elsewhere the “future Su- 
preme Court Building” and “future Office Building.” It follows then 
in your implied trust to say whether, if not when, the General Assembly 
shall comply. 

But we bow to an emergency which commands “not now.” I also 
am of the stock which gave you to Iowa. We were not lawmakers as 
were you and all these men (the gallery) here portrayed. We have 
been liberal contributors to Iowa census rolls, modest and persistent 
payers of Iowa taxes and evaders of jails and chain gangs your laws 
have authorized, these eighty years, You, like they, come but two or 
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three generations from those lands and landmarks of prudence and 
heard “In bad times build barns; in good times, houses; in all times 
shun debt”; “Iwo and two make four; work and thrift alone makes 
more,” and “Keep thy shop and thy shop will keep thee.” 

This is a time when wisdom would save—save opportunity as well 
as money resources that you yourselves provided. It came cost free to 
the present generation to have and have always in hands and hearts of 
those who love our state; who keep the soul and spirit of these good 
citizens who observe and who inspire us. 

Thus I feel it is mine now to speak more than a welcome to the pio- 
neers and all they represent; a welcome to my superiors—my Board 
of Trustees, in the persons of our chairman and that of our sponsor 
of the Kenyon portrait; and no less also of him who speaks with such 
eloquence and great appreciation of the Harding canvas; to her whose 
gentle hand unveiled these new arrivals in this galaxy of Iowa’s great. 


Soon thereafter the meeting dispersed and the members assem- 
bled at tables in the basement of Capitol Hill Church of Christ 
for lunch. During lunch A. B. Funk reported on behalf of the 
Nominating Committee the following for officers for the coming 
biennium: 

President, Emory H. English, Des Moines. 

Vice president, Aaron V. Proudfoot, Indianola. 

Secretary, David C. Mott, Des Moines. 

District vice presidents: First District, Charles J. Fulton, 
Fairfield; Second District, H. C. Lounsberry, Marshalltown; 
Third District, N. W. Bebee, Hampton; Fourth District, R. J. 
Bixby, Edgewood; Fifth District, Ralph Sherman, Grinnell; 
Sixth District, B. F. Carroll, Des Moines; Seventh District, 
George W. Van Camp, Greenfield; Eighth District, Joseph H. 
Anderson, Thompson; Ninth District, Robert Hunter, Sioux City. 
The report was adopted and the above gentlemen were declared 
elected. 

Immediately after lunch the members assembled on the second 
floor of the Capitol and at 2 P. M. were escorted to seats in the 
House Chamber where the senators and representatives were in 
joint session, President pro tem H. L. Irvin presiding. Senator 
L. T. Shangle was recognized and spoke as follows: 


ADDRESS OF SENATOR L. T. SHANGLE 
Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers 
Association: We all feel honored in having you with us today in this 
twenty-fourth session of your biennial reunion and in being permitted 
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to have a part in this celebration which means so much to you in this 
happy renewal of old and cherished associations. It is my pleasant duty 
in behalf of the Senate to give audible expression to that kindly wel- 
come we feel for you in all our hearts. 

The word “welcome” is one of the sweetest and pleasantest words in 
the English language, but it is sweet and pleasant only because of the 
sentiment that lies back of it. If it comes from a heart filled with real 
kindness, it will excite in the recipient some of the finest emotions known 
to the human heart. It is in that spirit and that spirit alone that I here 
and now bid you “well come” or “welcome.” 

To simply say you are welcome were superfluous, but just how wel- 
come are you. “You are as welcome as good tidings after distressing 
fears.” And welcome as fresh showers to the dry and parched earth 
after such a drouth as we had last summer. 

My own life has fallen far enough into the sere and yellow leaf that 
I have some personal appreciation of the universal respect we have for 
the gray hairs that betoken old age. By common consent gray hairs are 
a crown of glory: the only object of respect that never can and never 
does excite envy. We all venerate old age; we love not the man who 
can look without emotion upon the sunset of life when the dusk of even- 
ing begins to gather over the watery eye and faltering step, and the 
shadows of twilight grow broader and deeper upon the understanding. 

Your active days are over. You have reached that period in life 
when you can say with Goldsmith: 


“Oh blest retirement, friend to Life’s decline, 
Retreat from cares, that never must be mine. 
How blest is he who crowns in shades like these, 
A youth of labor with an age of ease.” 


With heads silvered o’er with the gray hairs that the poet has been 
pleased to call “death’s blossoms,” it is your happy privilege to revisit 
the scenes of your former triumphs and live over again those sturdy 
battles where in the clash of mind with mind, and opinion with opinion, 
you hammered out upon the anvil of Truth that wise and beneficent 
legislation that laid broad and deep those sure foundations upon which 
our great state was built and that have made her second to none in all 
that makes for a happy, a contented, and a prosperous citizenry. 

In that return may you meet with nothing but joy and pleasure and 
that happy appreciation of reward for service well done that is so justly 
your due. 

And now, venerable men, may that Providence that has bounteously 
lengthened your days that you might behold this joyous occasion, con- 
tinue to be gracious unto you and continue to grant to us, your suc- 
cessors and your countrymen, the proud and happy privilege of meet- 
ing you here and in the name of the state thank you for your patriotic 
services that have so enriched our people. 

Whether a man is rich or poor depends more upon what he is than 
upon what he has. 
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Our grand old state of Iowa is rich by both what she is and by what 
she has, to both of which, by your patriotic services, you have largely 


- contributed. May our joy in you and your joy in us never be less. 


“Welcome ever smiles and Farewell goes out sighing.” So with a 
Hail and Farewell, I greet you. A smile of welcome and a tear for that 
farewell so soon to follow. Let me add this parting wish: When your 
little day of life on earth shall end, as end some time it must, may you 
each and all behold a glorious sunset. I don’t know whether this ad- 
dress is more of a how-de-do or a good-by. 


Representative Arch W. McFarlane gave the following ad- 
dress of welcome on the part of the House: 


Mr. President and Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association: 
It is with profound pleasure that I bespeak the sentiments of every 
member of this assembly, in extending to the Pioneer Lawmakers of 
Iowa a hearty welcome home. To you who have labored here in the days 
gone by, I can only say that you played your parts well, and have con- 
tributed in no small degree to the upholding of one of the leading com- 
monwealths of the nation. 

Your conception of governmental institutions was in accord with 
those of the-great George Washington, whose natal day we celebrate 
this week, and the founders of this republic. You kept in mind the 
fundamental principles of government, with a keen sense of right and 
wrong. You asked no special favors from the state or nation, only the 
protection of liberties and property, and the guarantee of an equal 
opportunity and chance in the race of life. 

Your triumphs come to us as an obligation, and your unstinted sacri- 
fices invoke our pledge of devotion to the responsibilities of our time. 
To you we pay our tribute of praise and appreciation, as we accept 
the burdens of the tasks unfinished and seek to carry on. 

Let us also admonish those who shall rise to fill our places in the 
long line of generations yet to come, to follow in the footsteps of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers—the Old Dealers of Iowa—and be guided by your 
precepts, and governed by your examples. Your advice and counsel is 
valuable to the members of this assembly, and we bid you welcome 
today and every day. 


President pro tem Irvin then introduced President Clarkson, 
who spoke briefly and introduced former Senator Aaron V. 
Proudfoot, who delivered the main address, which was as follows: 


ADDRESS OF FORMER SENATOR AARON V. PROUDFOOT 
LegisLative AND Porirican REMINISCENCE 
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Forty-sixth General Assembly, Pio- 
neers and Citizens: As a former legislator in the Thirty-third, Thirty- 
fourth, Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth general assemblies, together 
with two or three extra sessions, and now numbered among the pioneer 
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lawmakers of the state, I greet you one and all with an open heart and 
hearty hands. And speaking for your predecessors who are present, and 
who ere long will contemplate the time which the poet refers to as the 
“sere and yellow leaf,” and entertaining, I trust, a proper degree of 
sympathy and understanding, I salute the Forty-sixth General Assembly 
now in the midst of its biennial session. 

To be entirely frank, it is proper for me to say, what Iowa history 
has already revealed, namely, that prior to this very moment, I had 
not lived long enough to have been confronted with a legislature of 
the political complexion borne by the decided majority which I see 
before me, and to be again entirely frank, I must say that a preliminary 
survey does not reveal countenances any more swarthy than those I 
saw in former years about these corridors. 

Quite aside from any political affiliations or party preferences, how- 
ever, I am entirely truthful when I say that I am not these days very 
anxious to be occupying seat No. 40 in the chamber across the rotunda. 
I shall speak somewhat briefly, and will be pardoned by being person- 
ally involved in some reminiscences, which reminiscences are given in no 
partisan spirit, but historically only. However much we would like to 
do it, I have not conceived this afternoon to be the time, nor this legis- 
lative hall to be the place, for discussion and recommendation as to the 
many controverted problems, state and national, that weigh upon the 
minds and hearts of legislators and congressmen. 

My experience has taught me also, that members of a general assem- 
bly are in no great hurry to accept the opinions of others than them- 
selves. This Pioneer Lawmakers Association is purely voluntary, with- 
out politics, without platforms, without responsibility, save only the 
responsibility, grave though it is, of continuing as good citizens of the 
state and community. We are subject to no official investigation by 
this body, even though prior sessions have appropriated a very modest 
sum for printing, etc., and this appropriation, I think, has been with- 
drawn. Therefore, we are entitled to immunity from any inquisition 
and are entitled to go home and vote when the time comes, and worship 
under our own vine and fig tree. 

These occasions are very largely reunions of a reminiscent character, 
and incidentally afford an opportunity of lending age and some dignity 
to present and future statesmen, both men and women to whom the 
world looks for salvation, and to impose upon them our political contacts 
and experiences now twenty years old and more, shake the dust from 
our feet and return in peace and quiet to our homes, 

It is true that once in a while some distinguished pioneer on occasions 
like this may have seen fit to advance his own opinions and arguments 
as to pending or future legislation, but he was no doubt sure of his audi- 
ence. I shall take no such chances. The passing years continue to breed 
new ideas. Now for some reason not altogether patent, former legis- 
lators never saw the necessity of stretching a cordon around the seats 
of the mighty, and I have never heard of any of them suffering martyr- 
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dom for a failure so to do, and I am persuaded that the people of the 
state could very properly regard a barrier of that kind as serving two 


_distinet purposes, namely: That of keeping those on the outside from 


getting in and those on the inside from getting out. From all this it is 
not to be anticipated that this new form of protection will ever develop 
into a picket enclosure. If I were to divulge the whole truth, which 
after the lapse of two decades I am disposed to do, it would be to tell 
you that on one certain occasion which I very vividly recall, when an 
important bill was under serious consideration and a vote was soon to 
be taken, a closely woven web fence, with three barbed wires on top, 
should have been thrown around my room in a certain hotel, and an 
inside enclosure of similar structure thrown about my humble cot, as a 
member of the so-called “third house” in the wee small hours of the 
morning gained admittance, seeking an advance pledge for my vote on 
the measure he was hoping to save from defeat. Pioneers of other days, 
however, who had similar experiences may now be disposed not to with- 
hold approval of the new departure on the part of the Forty-sixth 
Senate. 

As former lawmakers returning to these familiar chambers, we are 
franix to confess we cannot suppress a flood of recoilections that crowd 
in upon our memories, as we recall our herculean efforts to save the 
state and leave our everlasting impress upon the statute books of the 
commonwealth. In those days as well as these, the number of willing 
and sacrificial embryo commissioners, board members, congressional as- 
pirants, governors, consuls, etc., that appeared from the membership of 
a general assembly was simply astonishing and altogether bewildering 
then as now, to the appointing power and to the voting constituency of 
the state. Yet while these personal interests frequently, and I should 
hope, unselfishly conflict, and very often clash, men and women other- 
where never get quite so close together in their relationships in life as 
do legislators when mingling together in state and social contacts for 
ninety strenuous days throughout these halls. Here we learn to know 
the motives, the ambitions, the historiessof each other. Here we detect 
likes and dislikes, and learn each other’s conception of life and its out- 
come, estimate loves and hates, if any there be, services to human kind 
and appraisements of the world that now is and that which is to come. 

Tlow many of us, in sadness, have gone home after adjournment with 
hopes blasted, ambitions defeated, motives questioned, and the sense of 
failure to accomplish what we thought the state so sorely needed. How- 
ever, with those of us who are so many steps removed, such experiences 
are well nigh forgotten and we are relegated to a day one-fifth of a 
cenlury in the past. 

Notwithstanding all this, the fair state of our birth with many of us, 
and the state of their adoption with others, for which we all studiously 
strove, lives on and will continue to live on, until the remnant of this 
assembly and its successors for decades to come, shall automatically be 
eligible to membership in a pioneer association. But who can tell, unless 
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forsooth it be the senator from Jackson, and her immediate proponents, 
how long it will be before your membership will be split in twain and 
Iowa will enact its laws in a unicameral legislature, a thing never 
dreamed of in daytime or night by a Pioneer Lawmaker. And who 
knows but that this assembly along other lines may have come to the 
kingdom of the state for such a time as this? A time of newer and 
bigger and more unheard of problems than were ever before known to 
a general assembly. May I take a moment along a little different line? 

Legislatures and congresses as well, have ever exhibited a tendency 
to delegate their authority to other bodies or other high officials. This 
tendency has grown in recent years. We all feel some concern because 
of this apparent abdication of fixed authority in the legislative branch 
of both state and federal governments. 

The Constitution of the United States, in its very first article, pro- 
vides that all legislative powers shall be vested in a senate and house of 
representatives, and our own Constitution in article three thereof, or- 
dains that in the state also legislative authority shall reside in a general 
assembly, consisting of a senate and house of representatives (unless of 
course the Constitution shall be amended). The legislative department 
in both instances being the very first of the three great primary depart- 
ments of government, to be set up by both state and federal authority, 
and for the manifest reason, no doubt, that the judiciary cannot con- 
strue and determine and the executive cannot execute and enforce until 
the legislative branch has enacted, and possibly enacted such laws as 
may be submitted for construction and execution. 

Congress is wrestling afresh with this very question, not yet fully 
knowing, legally, how far it may go toward conferring authority upon 
the chief executive and others below him. Legislation of such character 
is quite numerously in the hands of various United States courts, for 
determination, and the Supreme Court is being frequently called upon 
to say how elastic the Constitution may be held to be, in authorizing 
such enactments, even in the days of extreme emergencies. 

I am one of those who feels that the Constitution, inspired by the 
people and crystallized into written form by their direct representa- 
tives, was made to serve the people, who are its real authors, and should 
be construed from time to time to fit the various justifiable emergencies 
in which the people find themselves. All of course within legal bounds, 
and following the principles of right and justice and the good of human 
kind which should be the goal of all interpretation. Mr. Cooley has 
said, however, “that there are some bounds to the authority of govern- 
ment” and that some people may entertain a vain impression that “goy- 
ernment may rightfully do whatever it has the power to do.” Such 
must not be the case. And such he further says “is not the theory of 
American constitutions. The sovereignty with us is in the people, who 
have delegated to the agencies of their creation only so much of the 
powers of government, as they deemed safe, proper and expedient.” 
So when laws have been enacted and carried to the highest court for 
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interpretation, we are still able to observe with what loyalty and almost 
respectful silence a patriotic people await the decision of the supreme 
judicial tribunal, and with what sensible submission they bow to the 
will of that decision. 

This attitude on the part of vitally interested citizens throughout 
the country, is being demonstrated anew since the momentous so-called 
“old clause” decision, handed down only forty-eight hours ago, after 
a wait of months in almost breathless anxiety. While it was a five to 
four decision with which the minority flatly dissented, saying the “Con- 
stitution has been swept away,” yet our people, schooled in the doctrine 
of majority rule,*even among courts, will loyally submit as they have 
always done, when the highest legal authority has spoken. 

But as before indicated, your body for the state, and Congress for 
the nation, constitute the first and only authority of the three great 
triumvirate primary departments which solely and alone are charged 
with the highest duty of creating law. Mr. Blackstone says: “The 
power of making laws constitutes the supreme authority, and wherever 
the supreme authority in any state resides, it is the right of that author- 
ity to make the laws.” At the risk therefore of being called in question 
by the executive and the judiciary, may I congratulate lawmaking 
bodies here and elsewhere upon the exalted position to which Cooley 
and Blackstone have assigned them. 

All this, however, means that the legislature must keep within its 
own bounds and enact no laws if possible which could be found to have 
no standing under the Constitution, much less undertake to say what 
the law shall mean or how it shall be applied rather than to state what 
the law is. 

Removed as pioneers from the more active participation in the affairs 
of state, yet we continue to be interested and cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing anxiety as to whether legislatures and the Congress as well, 
are failing to hold fast and intact the grants solemnly conferred by the 
organic law of both state and nation. We are constrained to exhort 
this assembly to be wary of its high and exclusive authority and jealous 
of its inherent rights which should never be compromised, much less 
delegated away from its superior granted powers. 

The Congress of the United States now and for some years has been 
charged with this very abdication, and the Supreme Court as the in- 
terpreting branch of the government alone is clothed with power to 
Say just how far the Constitution may be stretched even under an 
emergency such as today prevails throughout the country. 

By reference to the “Annals of Iowa” of four years ago, in which the 
proceedings of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association appear, I find the 
highly interesting speech of Hon. Irving B. Richman of Muscatine, re- 
calling before the Forty-fourth General Assembly some Iowa politics 
under the significant title “Pioneer Iowa Lawmakers Who Were Demo- 
crats.” If he were delivering that address now I presume he would en- 
title it, “Lowa Lawmakers Who Are Democrats” and it would take him 


ve 
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most of the afternoon to do it. The minority then very much needed re- 
viving, just as the minority now is suffering a very bad case of atrophy. 
Mr. Richman is a distinguished citizen and Democrat—a former assem- 
blyman from Muscatine County, and by reason of his youth was referred 
to as the “boy” legislator. He was chairman of the Democratic State 
Convention in Sioux City in 1889 that nominated Horace Boies for gov- 
ernor. He is a writer, having compiled a history of the state of Rhode 
Island and a history of the state of California. Was consul general 
to Switzerland, out of whose lofty peaks no doubt came some of the 
inspiration for his poetic and political oratory, and only recently pub- 
lished the interesting volume called “Ioway to Iowa” which many of you 
have read. He wound up his speech that day by saying “Long live the 
Middle West, and as the heart of the Middle West, long live Iowa, and 
as a badly needed element in Iowa politics, long live Iowa Democrats.” 
And they did live and lived long and seem yet to be very much alive, and 
Mr. Richman has stayed to see this element predominate. I wonder if 
we could induce him now to say that a badly needed element in Iowa 
politics is a little more Republicanism. 

Like Brother Richman I have from a lad always been interested in 
political campaigns, political candidates and political platforms and 
elections, but after the recent most significant vote in the United States 
Senate, I am wondering just how much adherence should be attached to 
platforms and elections, especially on the part of those who helped to 
construct the platform and stood as candidates thereon. I have always 
regarded party declarations made in convention assembled by properly 
accredited delegates, as something more than a “mere scrap of paper” 
and learned to look upon candidates accepting nomination and election 
thereon to be solemnly charged with such adherence. Cleveland, you 
know, said way back yonder, “Party honesty is party expediency.” 

So much in my youth was I interested in men and campaigns that as 
a boy in my teens, I rode sixteen miles on top of a freight train to hear 
James G. Blaine of Maine, that versatile, accomplished legislator, speaker 
of the national House of Representatives, United States senator, orator, 
statesman, secretary of state in Harrison’s cabinet, father-in-law to 
Walter Damrosch of orchestral fame, candidate for the presidency, to 
whom Robert G. Ingersoll, in nominating him for that position, referred 
as being like “an armed warrior, like a plumed knight, who walked down 
the halls of Congress, and threw his shining lance full and fair against 
the brazen foreheads of his defamers.” James G. Blaine never said it, 
but Samuel D. Burchard, one of a deputation who visited him in 1884, 
made this radical and unwarranted statement: “We are Republicans, 
and don’t propose to leave our party and identify ourselves with the 
party whose antecedents have been Rum, Romanism and Rebellion.” 
That statement defeated Blaine. Though he tried to explain it away, he 
never succeeded. Sometimes a man’s fool friends are as dangerous as 
his enemies. How I recall the gallant, soldierly, commanding General 
James B. Weaver, who entered the army from Davis County—almost 
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nominated for governor against Kirkwood. Afterward in Congress, as 
a Greenbacker—an ardent prohibitionist, candidate for the presidency. 
During one of his active campaigns I saw him in action before a whole 
township of people, out in the open air, a campaigner of the old school, 
interesting and dramatic but the champion of a lost cause. 

Then in those same Greenback days, we had from this district, right 
out from under the shadow of this Capitol, a congressman by the name 
of Gillette—E. H. Gillette, somewhat contemptuously called “Heifer 
Calf” Gillette—elected in 1878—reflecting somewhat the adverse eco- 
nomic conditions of those days. I think heifer calves in recent months 
have been worth about what they were at that time. He appeared also 
with his distinguished colleague, General Weaver, at the township out- 
pouring above referred to. I wonder if these men would have a follow- 
ing if they were here now. But Gillette didn’t stay long in Washington, 
having been succeeded in 1880 by the able, pioneer Iowa lawmaker, long- 
time prominent statesman and accomplished diplomat, whom many of 
us have heard with profit and delight, John A. Kasson. 

William Howard Taft was a guest of the joint assembly during my 
day, soon after involuntarily retiring from the presidency by reason of 
an avalanche of Democratic votes, which left him only eight electors, 
and which swept Woodrow Wilson, the classical professor from Prince- 
ton, into the White House for eight years. While we are dealing in 
reminiscences more or less personal, may I be pardoned for saying that 
it fell to my lot on that occasion to introduce the jolly ex-president to 
the lawmakers of Iowa from this platform. 

Most of my hearers do not know it, and had you known it, have long 
since forgotten it, and that is that my name once upon a time appeared 
on the Republican primary ballot for nomination to the highest office in 
the state. I sometimes wish I might forget it myself. But that ticket 
received 30,000 votes, yet notwithstanding that vote Perry Holden and 
I went down to inglorious defeat and Governor Clarke was nominated 
and subsequently twice elected, and the opposition got mighty close to 
Governor Clarke in one of his elections. We shall not soon forget his 
campaign, however, in which he championed extension of the Capitol 
grounds as one plank in his platform and because of which some people 
feared a coming high tax, but none ever came. Who now among all our 
citizens regrets for a moment that this Statehouse occupies one of the 
most commanding sites of any capitol in the country? 

In this same connection, if you please, I am going to boast of having 
made the first capitol extension speech ever made in the state. During 
my first term there was a movement on foot, brought about by the city 
of Des Moines, to beautify the river front and move the soldiers’ monu- 
ment to the foot of one of these streets. This to be done without ex- 
pense to the state. Captain and Senator J. D. Brown of Leon was on 
the Military Affairs Committee of the Senate to which the proposal 
had been referred. The old soldiers were opposed to it. Senator Brown 
induced me to make a speech adverse to the proposition. I said the old 
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soldiers’ preference should be respected—the monument ought not be 
moved. Why not the state get title to all this land south clear down to 
the railroad tracks, clean it off, beautify it, so that every man, woman 
and child going through Des Moines by rail would see the beauty spot 
where the Capitol and monument stand. A fine advertisement for the 
state. The state got the land. The monument was not moved, not from 
what I said but because of the wishes of the soldiers of 1861. 

I have never been quite willing to admit that I was an uncompro- 
mising, hidebound partisan, at least till that matter had to be decided 
in the voting booth where every one of us, men and women alike, should 
deposit his ballot confronted with his conscience and his God. I have 
really had some consideration at the hands of those who honestly dif- 
fered with me in matters of political affiliation. As one of these con- 
siderations I had the rare privilege of dining with William Jennings 
Bryan when he was at his zenith, and was after dinner called upon to 
introduce him to a Chautauqua audience of fifteen hundred people who 
sat spellbound for an hour and a half while he swept them to their 
very depths with his soul-stirring lecture on the “Prince of Peace.” 
Such flights of oratory, such sublime conception, such convincing state- 
ment and such commanding Christian expression I have scarcely ever 
heard before or since from the lips of any man. A polished Christian 
gentleman, a delightful companion, orator of the first magnitude— 
twice candidate for president of the United States, but differing with 
his own party, thousands of whom could not follow his lead—probably 
wrong on the money question. Congressman, churchman, secretary of 
state with Woodrow Wilson—got out of the cabinet because the war 
spirit was too strong—such was William Jennings Bryan, the boy 
orator of the Platte—-but we could not vote with him. But if he were 
wrong then, just how nearly would he be right now? 


CoNncLUSION 

We have just passed the 12th of February, the day on which 126 
years ago America’s great Emancipator was born, and whose birthday 
is annually observed by a grateful people numbering one hundred thirty 
millions. 

In getting its permanent organization finally perfected I have read 
that the Forty-sixth General Assembly has been talking a good deal 
about prayer observance, quoting scripture, and among other sugges- 
tions announcing the doctrine that the laity as well as the clergy may 
also pray, and indeed indicating that it is his duty to do so, even silent- 
ly. ‘This movement on the part of any legislature is altogether a hopeful 
sign. 

Ida M. Tarbell, the distinguished, reliable and lifelong biographer of 
the martyred President, has a brief article in the current March number 
of the Cosmopolitan, which she calls “The Greatest Lincoln Story of 
All.” In this article she pictures the great burden bearer of a race at 
night upon his knees before a table in his dingy law office in Spring- 
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field, pouring out his great soul in prayer, asking Divine guidance as 
to whether he should enter upon those now historical and never-to-be- 


forgotten debates with Douglas, the final outcome of which made Lin- 


coln the successful candidate for the presidency. 

There he knelt, silent and alone, his great angular frame shaking 
with emotion, saying to his God: “Here I am in middle life, politics 
aside, and just settled down to the practice of the law, with a family 
of boys to educate. How my political enemies will ridicule me, as they 
are already doing, saying I want a Negro wife and am trying to break 
up the Union. I can’t win against a great man like Douglas—me, a 
nobody—all I can do is try to make more people see that his efforts 
mean an America all slave. O God! not that—the men who started 
this Union never meant that.” Thus he continued to wrestle until rising 
from his knees, he began pacing up and down, his great soul in utmost 
agony. How like Gethsemane of old! In fact he picked up his old Bible 
that lay upon his office table, and read Matthew’s account of that age- 
old tragedy, in the garden. There was no escape. That prayer led Lin- 
coln into the fray, and into the spotlight before the American people. 

Months later when taunts of ambition were hurled into his teeth he 
wrote these words in memory of that night, “God knows how sincerely 
I prayed from the very first that this field of ambition might not be 
opened.” 

Lincoln was a layman. He was not then even an office holder. A 
country lawyer in a dingy office in the town of Springfield. But he was 
Divinely called. With an exception or two this legislature is composed 
of laymen. You are part and parcel of this same government that was 
then at stake. You are here to legislate for one sector of that govern- 
ment. Great problems confront you. Problems of taxation—problems 
of relief—problems of social betterment—problems of department re- 
organization—problems of liquor control—problems of crime and law 
enforcement. Problems of actual want coming up from thousands of 
men, women and children—citizens and wards of the state. 

May your predecessors who were once similarly called, modestly in- 
dicate that the same spirit which hovered about Lincoln in his deepest 
trials and led him forth to duty and to die, is also your spirit for the 
asking, to encourage and inspire in the weeks and years that are to 
come. 

“This Tll say for the men I know; 

Most of them want to be clean and true; 

In spite of the selfish things they do 

Most of them try, as they come and go 

To leave some glory for men to view. 

A few turn traitor to God and State, 

But most of the men I know walk straight.” 


This was one of the most enjoyable and worthwhile sessions 
of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association in recent years. Forty- 
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three were registered in the big registration book which contains 
the autographs of many noted Iowans. Besides those already 
mentioned in these proceedings there were also present: 


J. H. Allen, Des Moines John M. Lindly, Winfield 
W. P. Allred, Corydon O. K. Maben, Garner 

W. I. Beans, Oskaloosa George McCulloch, Humeston 
H. H. Boettger, Davenport R. J. Martin, Des Moines 

R. G. Clark, Des Moines Roy Murray, Marion 

J. E. Craven, Kellogg Oley Nelson, Slater 

A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines Arthur Pickford, Mason City 
S. B. Durant, Forest City W. G. Ray, Grinnell 

R. H. Gregory, Fontanelle R. J. Reaney, Columbus Junction 
Fred Hunter, Des Moines H. T. Saberson, Des Moines 
J. C. Jessen, Story City Frank Shane, Ottumwa 

P. L. Kepple, Nashua F. E. Shortess, Traer 


William G. Kerr, Grundy Center G. M. Titus, Muscatine 


We received letters of regret from several who could not at- 
tend, some because of illness, some because of advanced age. We 


have room here for a few of them: 


Adel, Iowa, February 15, 1935. 
Hon. David C. Mott, Secretary, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Dear Sir: 

I should be very glad indeed to be present at the meeting of the 
members of the Pioneer Lawmakers Association, but I cannot be. For 
more than two weeks I have been confined to my room, bed and reclin- 
ing chair. It is not at all likely that I shall be well enough to be out 
by the 20th. 

My word of greeting to all and always sincere good wishes. 

Yours truly, 
G. W. CrarKxe. 


IOWA SANITARIUM AND HOSPITAL 
Nevada, Iowa 
February 15, 1935. 
D. C. Mott, 
Secretary Pioneer Lawmakers Assn., 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Dear Mr. Mott: 

I have received the invitation to attend the twenty-fourth session of 
the Pioneer Lawmakers. Thank you. It came to me at the above ad- 
dress where my wife and I are spending the winter. 

I greatly regret that I am unable to attend owing to physical in- 
firmities, but I hope for the session a most pleasant reunion. 


LSS 


i 
f 
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It is now nearly sixty years since I first became a member of the 
Iowa General Assembly and many changes have occurred since then. 


_ We are living in a new world and the work we laid down has passed to 


other hands. May they be equal to it. 
In my ninety-second year I send greetings to you all. 
G. S. Rozsrnson. 


(Telegram) 
Santa Monica, Calif., February 19, 1935. 
David C. Mott, 
Historical Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa. 

Sorry I cannot attend meeting of Pioneer Lawmakers tomorrow. 
Give my greetings to any old friends. I cherish their memory. The 
more I see of the way state business is handled here the prouder I am 
of the wisdom of Iowa Lawmakers..Am well and enjoying life here. 

H. I, Fosxerr. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Governor’s Office 
Sacramento 


February 19, 1935. 
Hon. David C. Mott, 


Secretary, Pioneer Lawmakers Assn., 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
My dear Mott: 

Announcement of the twenty-fourth session of the Pioneer Law- 
makers Association to be held in Des Moines on February 20th is before 
me. Thanks to you for favoring me with the announcement. 

It will be impossible for me to accept, much as I would enjoy being 
in attendance to meet and greet old friends. Official duties prevent my 
absence from the state at this time. The California Legislature meets 
each odd numbered year in January, holds a session of not more than 
thirty days, at which organization of the two houses is effected and bills 
introduced. Then follows a recess of not less than thirty days. ‘The 
second session is to convene on March 4th, and it requires much of my 
time to prepare for the work devolving upon this office. 

Trusting you may have a most successful program, and with best 
wishes, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
Frank F. Merriam, 
Governor of California. 


So far as we are able to learn, the following is a list of the 
members still living whose first service in the General Assembly 
dates farthest back. We have followed the list from the date 
farthest back only to the Twenty-second General Assembly, 1888: 
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OLDEST IN SERVICE 


SRL Ode Sos FeOIMNSOne a= aoe Representative Sixteenth G. A., 1876 
Bruce T. Seaman.......... Representative Seventeenth G. A., 1878 
GeerserMeCallochia == see. Representative Nineteenth G. A., 1882 
Efenry QO. Seifiert=— Representative Nineteenth G. A., 1882 
RR OEE SUGTE Y= Ee ct oh oe Representative Twentieth G. A., 1884 
James G. Berryhill... Representative Twenty-first G. A., 1886 
ROR? Benne lm 5s hee Representative Twenty-first G. A., 1886 
Clevo elson- so. 2 ene Representative Twenty-first G. A., 1886 
Ee Grn FOR CH ee a ee Representative Twenty-first G. A., 1886 
Jamesel,,. Blythe — = Representative Twenty-second G. A., 1888 
John Foley (New aed ‘ay hemi Twenty-second G. A., 1888 
Pern ke ee eee ..Senator Twenty-second G. A., 1888 


Following is a list of the deaths of members within the last 


two years, so far as we have learned: 


DEATHS SINCE LAST MEETING 


Asa L. Ames, Traer 

James W. Bailey, Harlan 

August A. Balluff, Davenport 

Robert Bonson, Dubuque 

John T. Brooks, Hedrick (So. 
Calif.) 

Robert G. Cousins, Tipton 

L. E. Crist, Osceola 

Robert M. Finlayson, Grundy 
Center 

Thomas F. Griffin, Sioux City 

Wm. J. Guinn, Belle Plaine 

Wm. L. Harding, Des Moines 

G. N. Haugen, Northwood 

W. E. Hauger, La Porte City 

Edwin P. Healy, Britt 

R. W. Hinkhouse, West Liberty 

A. C. Hobart, Cherokee 

A. C. Hotchkiss, Adel 


Karl J. Johnson, Osage 

F. M. Laird, Tabor 

Wm. Larrabee, Jr., Clermont 

Leslie W. Lewis, Seymour, Clar- 
inda 

J. C. Milliman, Logan 

J. K. Montgomery, West Union 

Lewis J. Neff, Walnut 

Clifford B. Paul, Anamosa 

Frank S. Payne, Centerville 

J. S. Pritchard, Belmond 

Tollef C. Rone, Northwood 

Wm. B. Seeley, Mt. Pleasant 

Charles C. Smith, Griswold 

George W. Speer, Indianola 

Gillum S. Tolliver, Jefferson, 'Thir- 
teenth G. A., 1870 

Joseph Wallace, Eldora 

Harry O. Weaver, Wapello 

Herbert B. Wyman, Sheldon 


WILLIAM SALTER’S “MY MINISTRY IN IOWA, 
1843-1846” 


Epirep py Puiztie D. Jordan 
[Continued] 


At Bellevue made the acquaintance of Mr. Foley.®° member of House 
of Representatives, from this County—a gentlemanly man—Irish—has 
been in [the] West 15 or 20 years—a tailor and miner—lived in Galena 
where [he] was sheriff and Dubuque. A decided Papist. Col. Cox,°? 
member of Council from this district, originally from Kentucky—lived 
in Illinois—was engaged in taking first census of what is now that 
State when it had but two Counties and 6000 inhabitants. He is a 
profane man—drinks—was at the head of the Bellevue mob and in- 
toxicated at the time. 

Found it my melancholy duty to investigate case of Mr. McCloy” 
occurred by general rumor of intemperance. Called on him—said he 
drank wine at Dubuque and whiskey at Andrew and because he was 
wet and exposed and judged it necessary, denies he was intoxicated— 
requested him to appear before the session which he did yesterday. 
Said he thought the session was going beyond the bounds of its duties 
and expressed an unwillingness to go into an examination. Session ad- 
journed [27] for further consideration to Monday eve. é 

On Dee. 20 visited in the Forks. Mr. Lawless, a kind genuine man— 
converted some three years ago—formerly lived in the mines and origin- 
ally from Kentucky. Preached at Mrs. Van Horn’s—take the first left 
hand track after crossing the creek beyond Mr. Daniel’s. She was 
from Ohio and lately from Parkhurst—has an interesting family. Her 
eldest daughter is serious—her eldest son a Cooper and clever young 
man. Mr. Curtis from Lytch’s creek was at the preaching—originally 
from North of England—has not heard a sermon before in eight years. 

The mail today brought me letters from Brothers Hitchcock and 
Emerson requesting me to come and labor with them in a protracted 
meeting on [the] 2nd. Sabbath in January—but my engagements else- 
where prevent—the Lord send us more laborers. 

Jan. 3. Severe N[orth] West snowstorm yesterday. Preached at Mr. 
Estabrook’s, vid. p. 14 supra. Miss Laura Estabrook has not heard a 


50John Foley, from Jackson County, member of the Sixth Legislative As- 
sembly, and sometime Bellevue postmaster. 

51Colonel Thomas Cox (vid. footnote 33) has been the subject of a contro- 
versy since the “Bellevue War.” However, it now appears that Mr. Salter 
erred in his statement that Col. Cox was intoxicated when he led the group of 
citizens which put an end to ‘‘Brown’s Gang,” although it is evident that the 
“dominant will” of Col. Cox was responsible for the killings. Vid. Ellis, op. cit., 
p. 475. For a_ biographical sketch of Col. Cox, vid. ANNats or Iowa, Third 
Series, Vol. VII, p. 241 
_ 52Joseph McCloy, Vid. Western Historical Company, The History of Jackson 
County, Iowa (1879), p. 635. 
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sermon since she came into [the] Territory—was very feeble and abed. 
Mr. E[stabrook] supposes that all will be punished in another world 
more or less and all sometime or other will be happy. He argues this 
from death of [Christ] for all. Miss Marietta is seriously inclined— 
seems to understand the Gospel. 

Jan. 4, Visited yesterday at Mr. Wilkin’s (from Canada.) His wife 
a daughter of old Mr. Stimpson, Methodist preacher at Lyons—at 
Jeff[?] Wilson’s saw Mr. Current—he is a deist—a man of naturally 
good |28] parts—educated in Methodist church—of pleasant disposition 
—active mind. I asked him to come to my preaching—he said no— 
after some conversation he remarked that he should like to give me 
some contradicting (as he thought) texts to preach on. I told him I 
should be glad to preach on them and would do so at his house—he 
rather shrank from this latter part, but finally consented to it. 

Called on old Mr. Wilson who is favorably disposed to our church— 
was a Methodist many years in Canada, but is dissatisfied with the con- 
sequence of division there. Seems an upright Christian man—has some 
gift in prayer. Old Mr. Chandler is kindly disposed toward us. 

Mrs. Alfred Wright is [a] Methodist professor and seems a clever 
woman—is a sister of Mr. Bentley. 

Church session met this evening. Mr. McCloy professed penitence 
and promised entire abstinence from intoxicating drinks. He was in 
fear of worse things—but the Lord had (we trust) mercy, and the 
brethren present (Dr. Effner and Mr. Nimns) seemed much affected. 

Jan. 10. Had anticipated going to Cascade yesterday—but am pre- 
vented. Spent Sabbath night with Mr. Glenn (p. 21 supra.) He means 
to maintain his profession here—has been strictly and correctly [29] 
brought up as to Christian duties—but having known nothing of Con- 
gregationalists is unwilling to unite with the church at Andrew, hoping 
to have an O[ld] S[chool] Presbyterian Church here. He and his wife 
[and] six children, their furniture, team, and two horses were brought 
from Pittsburg to Charleston for 30 dollars—cheap enough and an 
encouragement to Emigration—returning thither on 8th inst. could not 
get over the Mauquoketa in consequence of the running ice—went down 
South two miles to Col. Cox’s (p. 26 supra). Mrs. C[ox] originally 
from Rhode Island whence she came with [her] parents to St. Gene- 
vieve, when aged 16. Her mother was a Quakeress, a gentle woman— 
thinks she is a Christian and means to unite with a Church. Has one 
daughter married, Mrs. Nichols—two daughters, Cordelia and Mary. 
Rather an interesting family for this country. Their son, Thomas, is 
a genuine Sucker.®? Simon Boliva, aged 12, a pleasant boy. Monday 
morning returned to Doan’s and after great difficulty succeeded in 
getting across. 

Jan. 27. I regret that I have no time or opportunity for writing up 

58The state of Illinois, where Thomas was born, has five sobriquets: the Corn 
State, Egypt, the Garden of the West, the Prairie State, and the Sucker State. 
The pore are called: Egyptians, Sand-hillers, and Suckers. Vid. George E. 


Shankle, State Names, Seals, Songs, Birds, Flowers, and Other Symbols, (1934), 
pp. 112-1138. 
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my journal. The minds of Mrs. Cox and Miss Eliza Van Horn (p. 27) 
are both astray on the subject of knowing (by feeling) that their sins 
are forgiven. The Methodists have instructed them that the evidence 
of sins forgiven is in feeling such to be the fact in their own minds 
and these being rational intelligent rather than entirely sensitive, they 
not having these feelings have deemed their sins were not forgiven. 
I have endeavored to show them that the forgiveness [30] of sins is a 
Divine act consequent upon penitence and faith in Christ, i. e. upon 
Conversion (Ac. 3:19) and that God performs this act when we repent, 
and that consequently when we have repented we have reason to believe 
that God has forgiven our sins. The thought of such a favor should 
and does naturally awaken gratitude and peace in our minds, but to 
require this before the Divine forgiveness is exercised is to require the 
consequent before the existence of the antecedent. Furthermore this 
doctrine of the Methodists is a dangerous one—as persons (and there 
are many such) of merely sensitive natures can easily (and especially 
by contagion) get up such feeling and may be deluded. 

Visited DeWitt, 19 miles South and South East. Mr. Loring Wheeler, 
a native of N[{ew] Hampshire, near Keens, his wife of Kentucky 
(daughter of Mrs. Harrison of Dubuque). She desires to become a 
Christian—a lady of pleasant manners. Mr. Wheeler] is somewhat 
serious and inquiring about religion. Mr. Bower, Sheriff of the County 
(a gentlemanly man) says he will be a Christian if he can only have 
his doubts removed about the truth of the Bible. Was brought up in 
the Episcopal Church. Mr. Evans in the East edge of [31] the grove 
N[orth] of DeWitt has his mother living with him—born August 1753 
—lived in Boston and Cambridge—was a member of Dr. Stillman’s 
church in Boston. Heard Whitfield preach. Her maiden name was 
Phillips. She frequently saw Washington and the other great men of 
those days. Saw the British on their way to Concord (1100 of them.) 
As they passed thru Main Street to Cambridge [she] heard their song 
(which she repeated to me) 


“Yankee doodle dandy 

Comstock Rum and cider handy, 
Stinking gin that’s made of rye 
So will make the Yankee’s fly.” 


The old lady’s memory has failed. Her sight and hearing are far 
gone. She has little remembrance of recent events. Probably the things 
of the Revolution which she saw made so great an impression on her 
mind and she has thought of them so much that they will be the last 
things to be forgotten by her. I prayed with her—for which she ex- 
pressed great thanks. Mr. Gowdy %th of a mile N[orth] of Mr. Evan’s 
[came] originally from [the] North of Ireland where [he] was in 
[the] Presbyterian church and [also] from Canada. Says they are 
loose in requiring evidence of conversion for admittance to church in 
Ireland—seems to [32] be a good man, has an interesting family. Thinks 
the trouble in Canada is by no means finally redressed. 
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Called on Mr. Oakes’ family 14 mile N. W. of Mr. Gowdy’s—they 
are from Maine—lived a few years in Cedar Co. West, but did not 
enjoy living among the old country people. 

I hope good will be done in DeWitt. There probably will be even- 
tually there a pleasant village. It has a handsome site. 

Feb. 2, 1844. Last Sabbath (Jan. 28th.) was the coldest day of the 
winter. Preached to some 20 people at this place.5t Monday I moved 
Westward. Called on Mrs. Blanchard 20 miles west of this. She was 
a Lovejoy. An intelligent woman from Maine. Has become rather too 
much westernized. Got some refreshment and fed my horse, when 
about to move again my horse broke his halter and took the back track. 
I was in trouble and worry of mind—started off afoot North—and at 
night reached [the] house of Mr. Nichols (a Methodist from Ohio) 
[and] lodged with him and next morning walked five miles to Cascade. 
Surprised Br. Turner and had a joyful time. He helped me on my way 
back. Cascade is more of a village than I had [33] anticipated—some 
130 inhabitants. Mr. Thomas’ house is eligibly situated. His mill®> is 
the best in Northern Iowa. People come there from great distances— 
saw a man there from 50 miles North in Clayton Co. Mr. Styles,°® the 
Post Master, has been a drunkard—now President of their Temperance 
Society. Called on Mr. Pangheart®? 14 a mile South (a Methodist). 
Took tea at Mr. Meachan’s—a mile and 14 North. Saw Mrs. and Miss 
Cook, genteel ladies for this country. The Lord smiles upon Br. Turner’s 
labors and gives him favor with the people. He organized a Congre- 
gational Church of 12 members [on Jan. 28]. 

Returning called on Deacon Turner 13 miles South of Cascade. An 
enterprising and warm hearted Christian. [He] offered 25 dollars 
towards building a meeting house in Cascade. Mr. Styles married last 
fall his daughter Mary. 

Spent Thursday night with Mr. Solomon Pence. Born in Ohio, raised 
in Indiana, lived in Warren Co., Illinois—was in the employ of [the] 
Amferican] Fur Company among the Winnebagoes on Rock River— 
enjoyed Sucker far par excellence. His parents were Baptists. [34] 
Mrs. Burleson was brought up in [the] Presbyterian Church in Dr. 
McLeod’s church, corner of Liberty and Nassau, New York, converted 
when aged 17. Has been united with the Methodists. 

Feb. 23. Preached at Dubuque [on] Feb. 11. The largest and most 
respectable congregation I had preached to in the Territory. The church 
was organized by Mr. Clark. Mrs. Shaw was one of the members at 
the organization. Mr. Lockwood was one of the most efficient men in 
erecting their stone Church. His wife tinged with perfectionism.°* Mr. 

54Maquoketa. , 5 

55Arthur Thomas, together with John Sherman, in 1837 built the first flouring 
mill in Cascade Township. In that year they also built the first hotel and store. 

56L. A. Styles taught the first school, it is said, in his home, and in January 
1842, when the Cascade: post office was established, he was named postmaster. 


Vid. C. Child’s History of Dubuque County, Iowa (1880), pp. 743-744. 
57Jason Pangborn. Vid. Western Historical Company, The History of Jack- 


son County, Towa (1879), p. 687. q : 
- 58The doctrine that perfection of moral character is the supreme ethical end, 


rather than happiness or utilitarian benefit, 
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L[ockwood] was one of their original elders, but being unpopular [he] 
resigned. The church is now governed in a Congregational way, in which 
‘state Mr. Holbrook desires it may continue. Mr. Evans, Clerk of the 
Church, [is] an interesting young man, So [is] Mr, Smith formerly of 
Dr. Pott’s church in St. Louis. Mr. Stewart, a miner, converted under 
Mr. Holbrook’s ministry [is] a devoted Christian. Miss Jack [is] a 
small hunchback woman formerly of Mr. Duffield’s church in Carlisle, 
Penn., of whom she thinks the world. She is intelligent and smart— 
lives in a Papal family. Mr. Hill [is] a miner and teacher [and is] 
Superintendent of the Sabbath School [and comes] from Maine [and 
is] distantly related to Rev. J. J. Hill. Studied in Gorham Academy 
with Mr. Robbins and Kellogg of my class at Andover. Called on Mrs. 
Crawford, sister of Mrs. [385] McCloy, a zealous Christian. Took tea 
with Mrs. Robbins, a widow, keeps boarders. Mrs. Holbrook was a 
student at Monticello, originally from Conn’t., lived in Illinois since a 
young girl—a smart intelligent woman, but does not seem so happy as 
could be wished, owing to [the] absence of Mr. H[olbrook]—has a 
sister with her, Miss Clarke, Platteville where her parents reside. Her 
brother, Dr. Clark[e?], [is] an elder of the church in Platteville. Mr. 
Holbrook,®® formerly of Boston, [of the] firm of Richardson, Lord & 
Holbrook, Booksellers, [was] concerned in the Brattleboro publishing 
company—l[was] unsuccessful in trade, [and] came West. Vid Home 
Missionary, Vol. 15, p. 56. Mr. R. Cotton tells me that Mr. H[olbrook] 
spoke at Andrew of his reverses and afflictions as the dealings of God’s 
hand with him to put him into the ministry. Mr. H[olbrook] was or- 
dained by [the] Iowa Association—is of amiable disposition—in his 
manner manifests a tender gentle Christian spirit, is pointed and plain 
in preaching—earnest and familiar—heard him at Galena on the reasons 
why men enter not into the strait gate and on how to obtain a new 
heart (Ezek. 18:31.) Expressed the sinner’s duty with great plainness. 
[36] At Galena visited Rev. Aratus Kent (Feb. 7) of plain open 
honest appearance—found him happy, happy, rejoicing in the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit on his Congregation and on sinners being converted. 
Told him about my difficulties and discouragements—he gave me some 
account of the state of things in the days of small things in Galena. 
But he labored on and long—and God has blessed him and crowned his 
labors with success. He appeared one of the happiest of men—is a 
man of strong common sense—prudence, and [a] good manager. 
Preaches written sermons—has the universal confidence and love of his 
people of Galena and of the country around and [is of] great influence. 
His wife much like him as to mind and abilities. The church has a 
good body of elders [who are] Mr. Wood, who lives opposite Bellevue, 
Dr. Newhall, the first physician in the city, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Camp- 
bell, [both] school teachers. 
son ee Jae C. Holbrook. Vid. ANNAts oF Iowa, Third Series, Vol. VII, pp. 
60Kzekiel 18:31. Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye 


have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for wh will 
ye die, O house of Israel? 3 aa i 
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Enjoyed the hospitalities of Mr. Hempstead formerly [a] native of 
Conn’t.—but from a boy lived in St. Louis, [He] is an intelligent man. 
Mrs. H[empstead] one of the earliest members of Mr. Kent’s church 
—a very interesting and lovely woman. [37] [She] has a native and 
Christian grace in her manners—one of their sons [was] a convert this 
winter. Visited Mrs. Bradley, her husband now in Cuba for his health 
[and is] a brother of P. B. Bradley of Andrew. She informed me that 
her husband’s brother was a backslider having been a church member 
in Ridgefield, Conn’t. and in judgment of the church converted some 
fifteen years ago when [he] was considered a promising youth—came 
West [and] took to drink and is almost ruined, Engaged in a sweet 
service of prayer for him. Mrs. Campbell [is] an interesting woman. 
Called on Mrs. Fowles, Mrs. Carpenter and her daughter, Mrs. Potts 
of Charleston and on Mr. Reed. 

Three miles North of Galena on Platteville road visited Rev. Jno. 
Lewis at house of Mr. Stillman. How delightful to shake hands with 
an old friend here among so many new faces. Bro. Lewis preached at 
Fairplay and New Diggings, is much encouraged and interested in his 
work. His wife is a helpmate and well fitted for a Missionary’s wife. 
Bro. L{ewis] visited Savannah and Carrol’s mills and thinks them to 
be an important place for missionary labor. He finds [38] a peculiar 
charm in preaching among the miners. Drove Feb. 14 from Galena to 
Mr. Robert Reed’s, 16 miles on the river in three hours. There were 
some cold days in the beginning of February, but has since been milder 
and is now like Spring. 

I hardly know what is my duty in relation to Bellevue. They seem 
to be reprobates, and yet there are one or two good people who how- 
ever are inefficient, met there Mr. Rood[?] who came to visit Mrs. 
Jenning’s—he lives at Fairplay—elder in church there—brother of An- 
son[?] and Rood[?] of Wilmantown and Philadelphia—Mr. An- 
son Herrington was born in Vt., came to Bellevue, 1838, is a high 
minded man, but proud, too proud to submit to J[esus] C[hrist]. His 
brother Charley came 1841, 

At Andrew Feb. 17 visited Mr. Bradley,*! he seemed a little affected 
but I fear sinful habits and companions will destroy his soul—one refuge 
is the Almighty arm. I sought two opportunities to talk with him faith- 
fully but was on both occasions interrupted by ungodly company. 

[The] Jackson County Bible Society met Feb, 19 at Andrew—gave 
an address for which I received a [39] vote of thanks—was amused 
and could hardly keep from laughing at the manner in which business 
was done. Yesterday I started off to preach for Br. Emerson—got to 
pEEP creek—found the bridge carried away by the floor and the creek 
high—deeply regretted that I was obliged to return, but have now a 
day of rest. 

Feb. 26. The snow is vanishing rapidly and the streams are high. 
In consequence of the rise in the South Fork [I] was detained from 


61P, B. Bradley. The first hotel building in Andrew was rented to Bradley 
in 1842, 
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my appointment at Mrs. Van Horn’s. Preached yesterday for the first 
time this side of the Mississippi a written sermon. It was the first 


sermon I ever wrote. On “the Wages of Sin”—written nearly three 


years ago. 

Mr. Kent, when I was in Galena week before last, informed me that 
Mr. PeetS? has expressed his desire and intention of getting me into » 
Wisconsin. This was news to me. I hardly know what to think of it. 
But must abide the future. 

Had I any prospects of soon settling in life and were I able, I might 
be better reconciled to [40] my present privations, for then the hopes 
of a home and a house of my own would animate and encourage me to 
endure for this present. Further my Congregations are so very small 
and they so scattered that my field of usefulness is comparatively small, 
and this view of the case is especially important when I learn of places 
that are destitute where I might have regularly from one to two hun- 
dred or more houses. Here I must wait in good manner for the coming 
in of settlers before I can have houses of any number. Yesterday, when 
I had a rather unusually large congregation for this place, there were 
18 grown people and 9 children out in the Morning—viz. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw and three children, Mr. McCloy Dr. Effner, Mrs. Nimns, and two 
children, Mrs. Grovden|?] and child, Miss Goodman, old Mr. Clark and 
wife, Squire Clark and two children, Mr. Wendall, wife and child, Miss 
Nickerson, Mr. Rathburn, Mr. Estabrook, Mr. Livermore, Mr. Ralph 
Wright, Mr. Mallen[?], Mr. Earle.6* At the prayer meeting in the 
evening were five grown persons, and but two who could pray, Mr. 
McCloy and old Mr. Chandler. 

In coming to this county I seemed to follow the invitation of Provi- 
dence and have on the whole not met [41] with as much success as I 
could normally[?] have anticipated, considering the circumstances of 
the country. 

There appears no prospect of my having this year a study or of my 
ever getting a place for my books. They live here in indistinguished 
yet ignominious obscurity with wheat and cooking[?] groceries in Mr. 
Shaw’s store. However, I try to be some Content—and shall not seek 
to flee from this field or make any effort to get elsewhere. Providence 
seems to send me here and Providence must send me away. As I look 
at the poverty of my intellectual attainments this winter, my mind cries 
out “my leanness, my leanness.” 

27 Feb. Visited yesterday Mr. Sam’l Wright. His father, Thomas 
M. Wright, seems a good man but there was some defect in his christian 
education. He expresses an interest in my efforts here—was brought 
up a Presbyterian—has always supported that church—was once on a 
committee to build a Presbyterian church. Alfred Wright joined the 
Methodists ten or twelve years since when he thinks he was converted 


_ Rev. Stephen Peet, agent for the American Home Missionary Society, for 
Wisconsin Territory. He had previously discouraged Mr. Salter from going 

est. 

68W. Y. Earle. Vid. Western Historical Company, The History of Jackso 
County, Iowa (1879), p. 626. nee ao, oe 
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—has since left them, and lost an interest in Religion—doubtful whether 
he ever was converted. Appointed [42] a prayer meeting in this settle- 
ment tonight—owing to the small number of the churches and their 
distances from one another and from the school house it is very difficult 
to sustain a prayer meeting—and in every other settlement the diffi- 
culties are even greater than they are here. 

Feb, 28. A very stormy day which detains me from Charlston where 
I had engaged to preach with Br. Emerson. Visited yesterday at Dr. 
Efner’s. Mr. Nimns, Mr. Bagley’s and Evert’s (who are moving on to 
Alfred Clark’s place, who is going to Andrew) and Squire Clark’s and 
Mr. Fairbrothers. Squire Clark was one of the first settlers, came in 
with Phillipps some seven years since from Indiana. Has worked too 
hard and injured his health—he experienced religion with the Metho- 
dists some two years since and generally leads a consistant life tho 
not a man of much energy or force of character. Is about moving to 
a farm five miles West of Dubuque in order to be near a market. 
Found Mr. Fairbrother sick (p. 14). He has been in wicked company 
and it is to be feared grieved the Spirit—he subscribed for the Day 
Spring and paid. Had a prayer meeting last night. Dr. Efner [43] 
Mr. Eliot[?] Nimns, Mr. Rathburn, Mr. Stinson[?] (who has recently 
come in and made a claim South of old Mr. Wilson’s) Mr. Shaw and 
wife, Mrs and Miss Goodenow, Squire Clark and wife were out. 

Have today been reading Guizot’s His[tory] of Civilization in Mod- 
ern Europe, Ch[apters] 12, 13.6 Am much pleased with these chapters 
—the notes of the American Editor disfigures the margin. They can be 
of no injury save to the tyro in historical studies—the well read know 
differently. His statement of the policy of the primitive church (p. 50. 
264) corresponds to what I thought to be the facts in this case and 
with what I wrote on this subject some years since—vid. my notes on 
the church. 

March 6. Last Friday [I] rode to Deacon Cotton’s. The mud was 
very deep and rough and [I had] hard traveling. Saturday visited 
Capt. Silbus’ [?] and Mr. Parraday’s [?]. In the afternoon Br. Turner 
came along. His visit did me |as much] good as a medicine. His 
labors, trials and privations are about the same as mine. Cascade is a 
rather more promising field than any in this country. He is more 
patient and contented than I am. Preached for me at Andrew. In 
[the] evening preached at Capt. Silbus’ [?]. He was in [the] army in 
the last war. A part of his right arm near the elbow was shot off— 
he was stationed [44] on the western frontier of N[ew] York—first 
came this side of the Mississippi with his son in law, Mr. Sawtell. Has 
a pension—a man of coarse habits, violent temper, yet of some intelli- 
gence—hates abolition on which [we] had some discussions—wants 
Texas and Oregon annexed to the Union and the pride of Britian hum- 


64Guizot’s, General History of Civilization in Europe. There were several 
American editions, the first appearing in 1838. Mr. Salter may have been using 
the edition published by D, Appleton, New-York, 1842. The occasional notes in 
this edition were by C. S. Henry, D. D. 
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bled—is afflicted with a disease of the kidneys. Monday rode to Du- 
buque with Br. Turner. His company charmed away the hardships of 


the travel and the dreariness of the prairie. Attended the Monthly 


Concert, which was made an interesting meeting and a collection of 
some four dollars was listed. Made an arrangement with Br. Holbrook 
to come and hold a sacramental season here with this church the last 
of this month. Called on Mrs. Lockwood. Mr. L[ockwood] has been 
an old Indian trader. They have been on the frontier fifteen or twenty 
years—were some of the first members of the church in Galena, also in 
Dubuque—have lived at Prairie Du Chien. She is an active Christian 
and [a] smart lady. Her daughter, Mary, bright but rather too for- 
ward. Had appointed preaching for Monday evening by Br. [45] 
Turner at Deacon Cotton’s—but the roads [were] so muddy [that] but 
one person (Mr. Parmely[?]) came out and we spent the evening in 
singing. Started this morning for Mrs. Van Horn’s but could not get 
over the north fork—and came hither [and] called on Mrs. Webb 
(daughter of Mr. Graham four miles North of Bellevue) [who is] from 
Baltimore and Pittsburgh. She and Mr. W[ebb] are Methodists. Called 
on Mr. Bradley (p. 87) but he not in. This is the fourth time in which 
I have called to have a talk with him and been frustrated. Mrs. B[rad- 
ley] says she wants to serve God and will come out if Mr. B[radley] 
will. At Mr. Bergh’s saw Mr. McGinnis [who was] brought up in the 
Presbyterian church, Pennsylvania, [he] has lived in [the] mines at 
Fairplay—was awakened under Br. Holbrook’s preaching in winter of 
1842-43, but thinks [he] was not converted, is seriously disposed=his 
wife a Baptist—is making a claim near Toronto[?]. Met Mr. Butten|[?] 
chopping—had a talk about universalism. [He] lived in N[ew]-York 
and Ohio—finds fault with Election—says he don’t come to meeting 
because his views are spoken against. [I] told him I would preach in 
a calm way on Mat. 25:6 in relation to which he asked some questions 
—he engaged to come. [46] I have inadvertantly given occasion to the 
people in Doan’s Settlement to complain of me in relation of the neigh- 
borhood jealousies between that and this place by taking some of Mr. 
Shaw’s notices in relation to his road to Andrew. Mr. Mitchell, a mile 
and [a] half North of Doan’s was very severe upon me. I plead not 
to blame, or if to blame unintentionally so. I hear tonight of Mr. 
Spaulding on Mineral creek having trouble with Mr. Osborne in rela- 
tion to a claim. These things making society so unsettled are a great 
hindrance in the way of planting Gospel institutions. 

Steamboats have been up as high as Bellevue. There were two at 
Davenport last week. The channel is still blocked up at Dubuque. 
Last Saturday we had six inches of snow which is now all gone. People 
are burning the prairie. 

March 11, 1844. Saturday evening had a prayer meeting here. 
[There] were present Mr. Shaw and family and Mr. McCloy. Yesterday 
morning the Methodist circuit Rider took up my appointment here and 


65Matthew 25, beginning: Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 
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preached. He used as many plurals and was as much of a Polytheist 
as ever (p. 12 supra). Preached [47] last evening on the doctrine of 
election—but few out viz. Mr. Shaw and family, Mr. Dorr, Mr. Liver- 
more, Mead, Nimns, Fiarbrother, Dr. Effner, Mrs. Gudon, Miss Good- 
enow, and Miss Estabrook. The poverty of the people, [their] want of 
clothing and of teams and their small number [contribute to] the great 
difficulty in the way of building a church here. 

I preached tonight at Mr. Current’s on the objection to Revelation 
from indecent and seriously immoral passages in the Bible (Prov. 27), 
an objection urged by Mr. Current. 

There was a steamboat (the Iowa) at Dubuque on the 6th inst. 

Visited last week at Dr. Efner’s, Mr. Montgomery Dominick (he 
French, she German, both raised in the Papacy[)]. She finds fault 
with the diversity of sects. [And called on] Thos. Wrights, [and the| 
Mitchells. (Mrs. M[itchell] a good Baptist woman [and] had a season 
of prayer with her family in which she united Mr. M{itchell] self- 
righteous.) 

Had a satisfactory explanation with Mr. Doan in relation to the 
complaint alluded to [on] p. 47. 

The population of this county increases as rapidly and perhaps more 
rapidly by births than by emigration. 

There are very few females to meeting who have [48] not their 
infants in their arms, 

March 12. Preached last night at Mr. Current’s, lent him Nelson’s 
cause and cure of Infidelity.67 The night was stormy and of black 
darkness. Mr. Stimpson (p. 43), young Mr. Chandler, Mrs. Shaw, and 
Mrs. Dominick were out. On my return lost the road and wandered 
on the prairie, but got back safely. 

March 15. At preaching at Mr. T. Wright’s [there] were present on 
12th Mr. Nickson and son,*® Mr. Perkins, Sherman, Mallard and four 
of Liveroll’s[?]® children. Rode from thence to Mrs. Van Horn’s viz. 
Mr. Shaws, Doans Ferry, and the bridge at North Fork Saw Mills, 
some thirteen miles round while in a direct line this distance was about 
five miles. At preaching at Mrs. Van Horn’s there were out but three 
of the Mr. Esystes. On the morning of 14th inst. rode with Mr. Jno. 
Van Horn to the Makoquoketa Cave four miles South West of his house. 
I had heard of the existence of the cave there but had no idea of finding 
such awful and sublime works of the Almighty hand as I there wit- 
nessed. The cave is on the South of the Dividing ridge in the forks 
along which runs the road to Cascade. 

The first object was the bridge—I first passed [49] under this and 
was filled with wonder and admiration at the massiveness and solidity 


66Proverbs 27, beginning: Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth. : ; 

67David Nelson, The Cause and Cure of Infidelity. Including a Notice of 
the Author’s Unbelief and the Means of his Rescue, by the Rev. David Nelson, 
M. D. 2nd stereotype ed. cor. by the author. New-York, American Tract So- 
ciety. [184-?]. 

eerhis Soe be Miss Nickerson. Mr. Salter’s script is most difficult here. 

69This might be Mr. Livermore. 
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of the arch, entirely of rock—at the base I should judge the width to 
be some thirty feet. The course in the arch rises very gradually. Ir 
the center I should think the height of the arch was about fifteen feet. 
The creek (which I call Cave creek) passes under this bridge. Having 
wondered long at this handy work of God I scrambled up the South 
East side of the bridge and was amazed at the curious shapes and holes 
of the rocks. I next walked over the bridge which is some fourteen 
feet wide, [on the] east side of the bridge is a precipitous steep. 

I next visited the magnificent portico of the cave, one of the grand- 
est works of nature which I ever saw—the solid rock form a height 
of about 90 feet [and] arches inwards gradually—the entrance to the 
cave itself is low. I put myself in a little ways, but the water of the 
creek prevented my going further. I dared not remain long under this 
awful arch of nature as I saw one massive piece of rock which in a 
few days had fallen from its old situation and the likes of which would 
crush a mortal to atoms in [50] a moment. I passed down the ravine, 
went thru another part of the cave under what might also be called a 
natural bridge—saw other wonders of which I have not time now to 
write, was surprised and filled with feelings of awe and reverence of 
the wonder working hand of God. When there I was in a great hurry 
as I had to preach in the evening at Mr. Doan’s and now write in a 
hurry as I have to preach this evening at Andrew. I must mention 
however that in returning we amused ourselves by hurling rocks from 
some of the dizzy heights of the bluffs down into the ravine below. The 
sound of some of them was not a little like young thunder. 

March 25. Preached the sermon referred to on page 45 at Andrew— 
the man for whom I promised to preach it was not out. Spent that 
night, March 15th, with Mrs, Hopkins. She experienced religion about 
two years ago—put up my horse with Mr. Bradley who on being asked 
for his bill said he would take it in preaching. Rode to Bellevue next 
day and found my [51] great coat uncomfortably warm.—rode thru 
the fire below Bellevue on way to Mr. Reed’s. It was about dusk—the 
flames rolled on—the brush cracked—I saw a deer sporting among the 
fires. The people in the Reed settlement and on the ridge below have 
raised some hundred dollars towards a meeting house but they are di- 
vided about the location. I wish them to contribute their resources to 
Bellevue but they reasonably complain of the distance and of the neglect 
of the people in B[ellevue] to meetings. 

I have concluded with old Mr. Caldwell (father of the youth on p. 
22) for his black mare and saddle and harness for 75 dollars. She is 
four years old this spring, he recommends her highly as of a good breed 
—but having tried her I fear I have the worst of the bargain. 

Visited Charleston’? 21 miles South of Bellevue, four miles this side 
of C[ascade] at the forks of the road from C[ascade] to Bellevue and 
to the Forks of Maquoketa. Called on Mr. Westbrook.71 (Came to 
Iowa 1839.) He [is] an Universalist—an interesting family. The son, 


TONow Sabula, Iowa. 
71James Westbrook, 
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Royal, somewhat awakened. The [52] family originally from Niew} 
York, but raised mostly in the West. 

Visited all the families in Charleston, They are nearly universally 
from N[ew] York and Maryland. The best settlement in the county. 
Had as good audiences as I have had anywhere in Jackson Co. 

Mr. Leonard” from Griswold (near Norwich) C’t. well brought-up 
—rather a poor manager. His wife a smart active woman, church mem- 
ber, the means and pleasures of the world have hindered her piety— 
and his deprivation of religious privileges have caused his leanness. 
Mrs. Parker a Methodist, a good and catholic christian, formerly lived 
in Davenport. Mr. Marshall‘? from Goffstown, N[ew] Hampshire, a 
Universalist and notorious worldling. His wife an interesting woman 
and would like to be a christian. She has a Sister an instructress in 
Monticello Female Seminary. Mr. Donivan™! [is] a candid gentlemanly 
man, blacksmith, a little tinged with some notions of the Restoration- 
ists. His wife a friendly woman. Mr. Benjamin Hudson,” came [to 
the county] in 1838, [was] originally from Lynn, Mass. dislikes Calvin- 
ism, rather a [53] weak-minded man—was once intemperate. Mrs. 
H{[udson] a devoted woman and friendly. Had a prayer meeting in 
her house. I saw several steamboats passing up and down, a noble and 
exilerating sight. While looking at the “Iowa” and engaged in Conver- 
sation with a gentleman, a gray headed man who had learned that I 
was from N[ew]| York asked me if I knew Joseph McElroy. I inquired 
in relation to the business and character of this man and found he 
meant Dr. McElroy of Grant St[reet] Presbyterian Church. I told 
him I had several times heard him preach—“He’s my brother,” said 
the stranger. I lookec.up and thought I could see some resemblance 
in features and general appearances between the two. I made some 
particular inquiries and learned he had not seen his brother for 30 years 
or heard of him for four years. His name [is] Hugh McElroy—has a 
large family of some eight children, nine miles S[outh] West of Charles- 
ton in Clinton County. [He] lost a daughter last year. He wished me 
to write his brother urging him to write to him—which I promised 
to do. 

[54] Saw a young man named Jones who had lived in Portsmouth 
several years and knew my relatives there. He was much reduced by 
bad habits and by intemperance. 

Returning from Charleston—visited in the Buckeye or Swanney Set- 
tlement on Copper creek. They have a good school house. Mr. Bixley 
and family were Lutherans in Ohio. His wife desired I would baptize 
her children. Heard that there were some Presbyterian families in the 
settlement. Rode off two miles to their homes [and] found one a Uni- 
versalist and another a Baptist. 


72James Leonard. 

73Thomas Marshall kept a tavern. 

74James Dominy. ? 

75The doctrine of those who believe in a temporary future punishment and 
a final restoration of all to the favor and presence of God. 

76Benjamin Hudson in 1843 lived in a small shanty on a few acres of broken 
land on Section 24, 84-6. 
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Visited on Rock creek this side of Deep creek [at] Mr. Reed’s 
family. They had been much afflicted since they came into this County. 
In Pennsylvania they lost their house by fire and pride that would not 
allow them to live in humble circumstances sent them West. Mrs. 
R[eed| died on the journey as did some of the grandchildren. Poverty 
has rubbed them some here, tho the world has not known it. They lost 
their crop last year by the June [55] freshet. Mr. R[eed] was of 
Linden[?] church [and] his wife of Old School Presbyterian. Spent the 
night with them[.] Next day [I] had a dreary ride over burnt and 
barren prairies—the very image of loneliness, it suggested to me the 
thoughts of the dreadfulness of the condition of that man who had no 
friends. An Eagle was flying in the distances, and upon discerning me 
came and floated directly over my head. I confess to a little sense of 
fear or not so much of fear as of an indescribable sense of [sentence 
not completed] called at Mr. Dunbauer’s but no one at home. 

April 1, 1844. Brs. Holbrook and Turner have been laboring with 
my people the last week. Mr. H[olbrook] preached six sermons faith- 
fully warning the sinners of [their] guilt and dangers and directing 
him to J[esus] C[hrist]. There were some cases of awakening. We 
labored faithfully with Mr. Shaw and [Mr.] Goodenow, the former 
seems hardened under an excess of light and knowledge—the latter 
suffers from a deficiency of the same. Marietta Estabrook, 4 years, 
herself determined to be on the Lord’s side. Mr. Chandler,77 Jno. Van 
Horn, Leonard[?] and Ralph Wright [and] Mrs. Fairbrother are awak- 
ened. The weather during most of our meetings was very un- [56] 
favorable so that the attendance was small. On Saturday and Sunday 
the days were clear and our house [was] crowded. Br. H[olbrook] 
gained the favor of the people and is esteemed by them. 

April 10. Returned last night from a circuit. On Ist inst. rode out 
in company with Br. Turner to Mr. Spaulding’s 1% a mile beyond 
Mineral creek. The old man got into trouble by entering under pe- 
culiarly extenuating circumstances the claim of Mr. Osborne—a mob 
was raised and he compelled to give up his title. His life was and 
still is threatened. These circumstances and the abandoned State of 
Society in the neighborhood have induced Mr. S[paulding] to buy out 
one-half of Mr. Brown’s claim (120 Acres) North of Mr. Shaw’s. Mr. 
S|paulding] promises to give the lot on the S. E. corner of this claim 
for our meeting house. Mrs. S[paulding] seems to be a good hearted 
woman. Their son Alonzo, is a worldly young man. 

The next morning rode to Deacon Turner’s (page 33) [and from] 
whence over the prairie crossing Bear [?] creek at Tottenburgh’s [?] 

77Samuel Chandler was one of the revolters, under the leadership of William 
Lyon Mackenzie, against the Canadian government in 1837-1838. Chandler, a 
wagon maker living at St. Johns on the Welland Canal, assisted Mackenzie to 
escape. In June, 1838, Chandler took part in an armed attack upon the Cana- 
dians at Overholt’s Tavern, but the venture failed. Chandler was arrested, 
tried, and sentenced to be hung. The sentence was commuted to banishment 
for life in Van Dieman’s Land, but after four years, Chandler escaped on a 
Yankee whaling vessel. He arrived in Jackson County in 1843. William Cur- 


rent, frequently mentioned in the diary, was in sympathy with the revolters 
and left Canada to eventually settle in Jackson County. 
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and the Wapsipinicon at Crook’s Ford one mile below Walnut creck to 
the Seely settlement where 2 town has been laid out called Rome. [57] 
‘Much of the Road we followed [was] a single wagon track—the wind 
was very high and all around the prairies were burning. Vast clouds 
of smoke rolled over the heavens. The settlement near Tottenburg_ 
‘consists of United Brethren. They originated and differ but little from 
the Methodists—gencrally 2 moral and illiterate people. At Rome 
spent the night with Mr. Cleveland, a native of Eastern Massachusetts 
—his parents are now living in Roxbury—a gentleman of information 
and travel. We found him busy with a law suit (he being a Justice 
of the Peace) in which all the people seemed interested and which pre- 
vented our holding 2 mecting. Mr. C[leveland] has a good library. 

> he is a Unitarian. His wife [is] of coarse habits and man- 
ners from Nlew] York, 2 Methodist professor, yet a kind hearted and 
active young woman. Mr. Stiver[?] the blacksmith is quite a gentleman. 
_ and pays 2 decent respect to religion—is from Ohio. Mr. Crooks is a 
fine family, the old gentleman from Rock River, originally from Erie 
Co. N{ew] York. The son [is] 2 very interesting man—his wife was 
sick and regarded dangerously so—expressed quict and comfortable 

to the Divine will. Mr. Crooks owns the Saw Mill in com- 
pany with Mr. Suly. His family are Methodists but want an intelligent 
| [58] ministry and like and respect and sympathize with Br. Turner. 
Visited Miss Warren from Worcester Co. Mass, a good but rather 
weak minded and eredulous woman—came to this county with Mr. 
Whittemore from N{ew] Hampshire [and] brought several hundred 
dollars in money (proceeds from working in the factory) commenced 
school in Cascade but was obliged to give up from sickness, afterwards 
| moved to Rome and opened school when Mr. Warren fell in with her 
and they marricd—with her moncy she has entered land and brick ete 
Saw Mrs. MePariand who lives three miles West, originally (she was] 
2 i ik from Mass, but has been united with the Metho- 
_ dists—her husband is 2 fine and active man. 

Rev. T. P. Emerson rather injured than benefited our cause. The 
fruits of his imprudence are seen along the Wapsipinicon. On the ard 
rode to Tipton, 2) miles thru Pioneer, Picayaune, and Red Oak groves. 
In the latter dined with Mr. Robert Cousins from Ireland—bas been 
in this county two years, came by way of N[ew} Orleans. {He is] an 
intelligent and generous hearted man—warmly and conscientiously at- 
tached to David's Psalms and cares not for anything else in the worship 
of God. Is much interested in Sabbath Schools—was 2 Superintendent 
[59] in Ireland many years. There is an O[ld] [School] church of some 
20 members in this grove. Mr. Ferguson is one of the elders. Mr. Mead 
has preached there the last year, but has left. Br. Turner by request 
was to preach for them on the 5th. inst. 

é At Tipton found that Br. Alden had gone to the South part of the 

Territory—was disappointed in not secing him. Fifteen curtains, [in] 
some 12 or 14 farm houses, two taverns, [and] one store. Stopped with 
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Mr. Patterson Fleming,’® Clerk of the Court—a gentlemanly man yet 
I must confess to the appearance of smallness, his wife appears a nice 
woman. Mr. Addison Gillett?® keeps store, came to the Territory last 
summer from Hudson N[ew] York where [he] was a member of Dr. 
Waterbury’s Church. Br. Alden has a hard row I plainly perceive, with 
no active professors to hold up his hands. On 4th rode thru Postain’s’ 
grove (where fed my horse and dined with Mr. Postain) [then to] 
Walnut grove, by Mr. Heller, over the Wapsipinicon at Algers to Mr. 
Dutton’s, some 34 miles—a long and hard ride. Mr. Dutton a member 
of the church in DeWitt, originally from Wermont, lived mostly in 
N[ew] York—a widower—keeps bachelor [quarters] with his two sons 
in a shabby way. In a bachelor’s cabin one [60] realizes the worth of 
the [other] sex. One of the sons has lately married a daughter of Mr. 
Heller. They are putting up a new house for her reception. 

The next morning rode to Br. Emerson’s [and] I found him with 
the ague and fever—he got lost a few weeks ago on the prairie going 
to Charleston in the wet. The consequence of his sickness he was un- 
able to make preparations for the sacrament and wished me to go to 
Camanche to preach a funeral sermon for him according to his ap- 
pointment—I went. 15 miles Kast of Mr. Emerson’s over the prairie. 
At Camanche enjoyed the hospitalities of Mr. Dunning and lady. They 
are from N|{ew] York. Mr. Dunning [is] a native of Vermont: has 
lived in Troy where [he] married his wife and was member of Dr. 
Berman’s Church—his wife a member of Dr. Snodgrass’—she has heard 
Mr. Kirk. They came West some eight years ago. Spent one year in 
Chicago—then Camanche. He’s considerable of a name. Some of: Mr. 
D[unning’s] brothers came on with him. They took up a section of 
land. At that time there was no one but LeClair8° in Davenport. Mr. 
Dunning visited its present site and preferred Camanche. They laid out 
some 8,090 dollars, built the Beaver [sic] Mills. [61] This property 
now is of little worth. Have a comfortable home. Mrs. D[unning] is 
not contented and would be glad to return—her maiden name was 
Monroe. Her parents now reside in N[ew] York. Mr. Holbrook took 
up a claim near them. They speak in the highest terms of his first wife. 

Preached a funeral sermon for the death of Mr. Root—received 62Y, 
c[en|ts for this sermon—the first money for ministerial services I have 
received this side of the Mississippi—he died Dec. 3. Was of [the] 
Baptist church [and] left a widow and several children. In the after- 
noon and evening preached in Albany for Mr. Jessup. His church 
occupies a small room over a whare house [sic]—had a good and at- 
tentive Congregation, tho in the afternoon just as I was commencing 
 78In 1845, Mr. Fleming, then sheriff, was stabbed by Asa Young with a pen- 


knife. For a while the Flemings ran a tavern. Vid. Aurner, A Topical History 
of Cedar County, Iowa (1910), Vol. I, p. 115. 

“9His home was in block 17, and he maintained a general store in a small 
frame building on lot 5 in block 11. Vid. Aurner, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 115. 

80Antoine Le Claire, variously a fur trader, government interpreter, post- 
master at Davenport (1833), justice of the peace, and Davenport merchant. It 
is said that he knew and spoke fluently twelve or fourteen Indian dialects. For 
a Dlogtaptical sketch, vid. France B, Wilkie, Davenport—Past and Present (1858), 
pp. 167- 6 
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my sermon a steamboat (the New Brazil p. 8) came right along the 
warehouse which stands on the shore and disconcerted my hearers’ at- 
tention. The people in Albany are a moral community, all go to meet- 
ing, the contrast between them and my people struck me very forcibly. 
The Presbyterian church was unfortunate in having a few years since 
a stiff O[ld] S[chool] minister whose excesses or deficiencies drove off 
some of the best members to form a Congregational Church. The divi- 
sion still remains and I could see no prospect of its termination. This 
is the most unpleasant thing in the field at Albany. The pillar in the 
Presbyterian church [62] is Mr. Mitchill who lives 5 miles North on 
the road to Fulton. Mr. McKay lives several miles South towards Cor- 
dovia. Mr. Bothwell and Mr. Buck in the Congregational Church are 
men of worth, Mr. Mitchill, the ferryman, is a brother of Elden Mitchill, 
a gentlemanly man, not a professor, complains of the strife between 
the Churches. Mr. Jessup has a pleasant house, well furnished, a good 
library, and a good wife—found her just recovering from a severe 
bilious attack—his wife a daughter of Deacon Callender [?] of Ist. 
Church in Buffalo. Br. J[essup] became acquainted with her when she 
was visiting a sister on Rock River. They were married in Buffalo last 
summer. She is affectionate and intelligent and smart. 

I should like now to have a home to come to and to rest for three [?] 
days, but I have not the one and cannot do the other. 

April 12. Br. Julius A. Reed*! came along yesterday afternoon and 
spent [the] night with me—preaching in the evening. He was a native 
of East Windsor, Conn’t.—was a teacher in [a] private family in Mis- 
sissippi at Natchez one year—was settled at Warsaw, Ill. Once rode 
horseback from Jackson- [63] ville, Ill. to his father’s house in six 
weeks—now at Fairfield, Jefferson County where [he] was installed 
over [the] Congregational Church last winter—his church is small. Into 
his region there is but little emigration from N[ew] E[ngland] or New 
York. [He] has been on an exploring tour through Buchanan and 
Deleware counties to find the best site for the location of a literary 
institution, the land in the neighborhood of Bennet’s Mill, which Deacon 
Huddon purchased last year (vid. page 6) is too much under claim 
and the country is too far from the Mississippi. There are some other 
good mill sites the claims of which might be bought for a trifle—the 
geographical center of the county is entirely vacant and said to be well 
situated for timber. There are but few families in the county. Br. 
R[eed] thinks there is a population of about 100 and that they are 
hardly enough to call for Missionary laborers at present. He was 
rather better pleased with Delaware County tho in this county the 
best lands are all under claim. Coffin (in Township 6 west of range 89) 
near Prairie Creek is from Northampton, Mass., not a pious man, yet 
sympathizes with us and wants Presbyterian preaching. There is a 


81Rev. Julius A. Reed began his labors in Fairfield, November 28, 1840, under 
the auspices of the American Home Missionary Society at a church salary of 
$100 annually, and continued to serve until August 1845 when he resigned to 
become Missionary of the Society in Iowa, 
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settlement and fine timber in Eadis[?] grove on Honey Creek (town- 
ship 5 west of range 90) [64]. At Delhi the geographical center of 


_ Delaware Co. is but one cabin, on a fine prairie with good timber near 


—Br. Rfeed] was the most favorably impressed with this location. 
Br. Reed complains of being much fatigued by his journey. 

April 16. Preached last Sabbath (Ap. 14) at county seat.8? There 
were present Deacon Cotton, his two daughters, daughter in law, Ber- 
nice Cotton, Mr. Larkin, Mr. Young and two sons, Mr. Means, Mr. 
Brown, Mr. Gleason[?] and daughter and wife and infant, Mr. Briggs, 
Mr. McGinnis, Miss Hadley and two Miss Davis’: 20 [in the entire 
congregation]. The day was rainy which prevented my going to Belle- 
vue to fulfill an appointment there in the afternoon. Spent Sabbath 
evening with Mr. Young on Bunch[?] creek (p. 24). He is of Irish 
extraction—his grandfather a native of Erin—has two likely amiable 
boys, John and Thomas, who made a profession ‘of religion last year in 
Pennsylvania—about 14 and 15 years old. Elizabeth, of about the same 
age, has also made a profession. Their other children are Wm., David, 
and James. A very promising family—Mr. John Means, a worthy young 
man [and a] member of Linden[?] Church lives with them—also Mr. 
Brown[?] and Mr. Clark. Yesterday started off for Mr. Reed’s to 
fulfill an appointment [65] at 2 in the afternoon but a shower arising 
after I had gone 14 a mile I returned and it clearing off in the after- 
noon I came to this place, Thomas [Young] guiding me through the 
woods as far as Mr. Chapman’s near Mr. Trouts [?]. Mr. Young was 
brought up in O[ld] S[chool] church but united with the N[ew] 
S[{chool] under Mr. Pettibone, an Andover student. 

April 17. Visited at Mr. Paryburris’ [?]—his boy Hubert [sic] has 
been sick for weeks. Dr. Efner thinks it a case of Diabetes. The 
sickness commenced with ague and fever at which time the boy (eight) 
had an ordinary appetite. He had since been wasting away and is 
now most a skeleton, but has an excessive appetite. He was a bright 
boy and [a] good scholar. His parents have been very stupid and I 
presume criminally negligent of religious education. I opened to him 
the probability of death, but he is so young and has grown up in so 
much ignorance of the Saviour that I can form no judgment in relation 
to his faith, The Lord bless this Providence to the awakening of his 
parents, the only question the little fellow asked me was if Mr. Shaw 
had those testaments yet—on answering in the affirmative, he added, 
“IT mean to get one”’— 

[I] have been visiting round this week to stir up [66] the people in 
relation to building a house for the Lord. There are various excuses— 
they are too poor—have too much else to do—must build a school house, 
don’t like the proposed location etc. One man imploringly begged off 
by directing me to look at his coat, which, said he, however comfortable 
now were not so last winter, and again he begged me look at his shabby 
cabin. I wished myself not from any desire for the toil or from the 


82 Andrew. 
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honor but from realizing that it was the only sure way of accomplishing 
this object, to push the matter to its issue, selecting the location and 
taking up subscriptions, appointing and superintending a building Com- 
mittee, and having the house completed early in the Fall or Sept. Ist. 
I proposed that the property should be the property of the Church 
under [the] care of the Elders or of the Committee of the Church. 
But Mr. Shaw thinks the matter must be all done by the Society and 
this House be the property of the Society. I am obliged to concede 
and tonight a meeting has been called. 

April 18. Last night the meeting was held. Fifty [67] dollars sub- 
scribed and the trustees requested me to solicit aid in Dubuque and 
Galena. I leave this afternoon on this enterprise and on my route 
visit Cascade, Clayton County, and Fairplay to attend the ordination 
of Br. Lewis. Ree’d. this morning a letter from Br. Charles] A. 
Bulkley inquiring into this field in the Territories and as to what 
would be his prospects of usefulness. The expression of his feelings 
humbled me in my coldness. He writes in a nervous state of mind. I 
have not time today to send him an answer. God is answering my 
prayers and those of his people here for new laborers by putting it 
into the hearts of his young servants to desire to endure hardness in 
this land for Christ. The Lord give me grace that I may faithfully 
lay the facts in the case before the mind of Br. B[ulkley]. 

April 25. Having postponed my visit to Clayton County, I returned 
to this point yesterday afternoon having spent one night with Br. 
Turner and three nights at Dubuque. Br. T[urner] secured a good 
hold in Cascade and if his patience and perseverance hold out he will 
have a [68] good church in a few years. His contentment and willing- 
ness to endure hardships under many discouragements is almost a 
marvel. In riding from Cascade to Dubuque on Saturday afternoon 
(26 miles) was overtaken by a severe thunder shower and wet through 
to the skin. The voice of this thunder enters the soul of the man who 
is traveling alone on the naked prairie. The Mississippi is higher now 
than it has been for many years. Br. Holbrook, though he has a more 
dignified and important (as regards living) comfortable field than 
mine has yet nearly as hard a one. The money troubles in relation to 
the meeting house, and the alienation of some of the church members 
are disheartening. I succeeded in securing the promise of help in build- 
ing our meeting house to the amount of some 30 dollars in work and 
materials. This was the first begging expedition I ever engaged in— 
disagreeable enough to one’s sensitive feelings. 

The boy referred to on p. 65 [Hubert] died at seven this morning, 
and his father had just been in to request me to preach the funeral 
sermon. O that the Lord may give me grace to be faithful and sanctify 
this Providence to this [69] family and to the community. [I] have 
to preach a funeral sermon for Mrs. McGinnis (p. 45). She died in 
Childbed [and] gave no evidence of a change of heart—has left three 
small children. 


De @2Rev. Charles A. Bulkley. 
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May 9. 10th. Returned on Wednesday from a tour in Wisconsin. 
[On the] 30th ult. [I] crossed the Mississippi at Bellevue, ferried over 
- the islands, the river being higher than it has been since 1828—was two 
hours in crossing—called on Mr. Wood (p. 36) [whose] wife was killed 
three or four years ago by being thrown from a sleigh in going up the 
branch at Bellevue on [the] way to meeting. Reached Fairplay just 
before dark where [I] enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. Wood and lady 
(from Suffield Conn’t.). Mr. W[ood] keeps store and is an intelligent 
man and interested in religion. Of Mr. Rood (p. 88) and of Mr. Sim- 
mons (from Canada) leader of the Methodist class there. The Moder- 
ator, Rev. E. G. Bradford, opened [the] Convention by [a] sermon on 
[the] immutability of Divine Purposes. [The] sermon was badly ar- 
ranged, or rather there was no order about it. There were present 
[the following] ministers, Holbrook, Lewis (New Diggings), Bradford, 
(Prairie Du Lac), Stevens (Platteville), Street, (Cassville), Cook (Min- 
eral Point), Turner and self. Afterwards [70] Mr. -Kent came in 
Delegates [were] Richards, from Cassville, Barton from Fairplay, Clark 
from Platteville, Mills from Lancaster, Baker from Mineral Point, Rice 
from Potosi, Reed from Dubuque, [and] Simpson from New Diggings. 

Br. Bradford was last year at Platteville. H[ome] Mlissionary] v. 
15, p. 279. [He] was formerly in Vermont [and] his habits are rather 
too strongly easternized for a western settlement, his manner not popu- 
lar enough—a straight forward man and of real worth [and] of [a] 
well furnished mind. Br. Stevens was formerly Missionary of A. B: 
C. F. M. among the Sioux, has just accepted a call from Church in 
Platteville and is to be installed on the 11th. [of] June. Br. Lewis was 
ordained by the Convention. In the course of his examination he stated 
that he was reared in a Unitarian neighborhood (Walpole, Mass.) 
[and] when a lad was a clerk in [a] book store in Boston., where [he] 
was in the class of a faithful Sabbath School teacher and sat under 
[the] teaching of Dr. Beecher. Was awakened thru this effort of his 
S{abbath] S[chool] Teacher and attended Dr. B[eecher’s] inquiry meet- 
ings. As soon as Dr. B[eecher] learned the state of his mind for several 
successive mornings he came to the store where it was Br. Lewis’ duty 
[71] to open and sweep out by sunrise and embraced that opportunity 
for private religious conversation. 

Br. Street is [the] son of Gen. Street (p. 7) formerly was some- 
thing of an Indian trader and did business at Cassville, [but] was un- 
fortunate in trade—was aroused in a revival, was useful in exhorta- 
tion, the Methodists endeavored to get him as a preacher in their 
Connection, at [the] request of some of the church [members] in Cass- 
ville [he] was licensed for one year by [the] Convention. He applied 
to this Convention for a renewal of his license which was granted altho 
the examination was not satisfactory. There [during the examination] 
Mr. Street dated the reformation at the 8th. century and made Calvin 
an Anglican. Br. Cook formerly was connected with St. Joseph’s Pres- 
bytery, came to Mineral Point for six months expecting to be settled 
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at termination of that period, but has not given satisfaction, seems to 
have rather over many sharp points in his character, his appearance 
not prepossessing. Br. Richards appears a devoted pleasant man. Br. 
Baker is intelligent. Father Clark is [the] father of Br. Holbrook’s 
wife, from Conn’t., was steward of Illinois college. Br. Jos. T. Mills, 
[is] a native of Kentucky, cousin of Rev. Thornton [72] Mills of Cin- 
cinnati, studied at Jacksonville, held an office in Indian agency at 
Prairie Du Chien, a man of acute mind, liberal soul, rather inclined to 
enthusiasm. Br. Rice is an excellent brother of warm devoted soul, 
from Chatauqua Co. N[ew] Y[ork] [and] has lived at Fulton, Illinois 
where his father now resides. [I] was pleased with the orderly busi- 
ness manner of [the] Convention. Father Kent’s ordination sermon 
Was a consecration of property to Christ, and a comfortable support 
of Ministers—a plain good sermon (all written) nothing new or bril- 
liant. Mr. Kent is a man of large experiences, prudence and common 
sense (p. 36). 

On May 2nd. visited Platteville, dined with Mr. Clark’s family. 
The Dr. [is] an intelligent man, his wife a niece of Mr. Holbrook— 
an interesting family. Visited Br. Stevens, his wife [is] a fine woman 
—some six children. Br. S[tevens] urged me to come over and labor 
in Wisconsin. On the Big Platt at Mr. Kenzie’s, 9 miles from Lan- 
caster, visited Mr. Drake, at the bridge, from western N[ew] Y[ork] 
—the church there has 22 members—wished to erect a meeting house 
this summer. Rode on to Lancaster which has a handsome situation— 
the finest court house I have seen in this section, two taverns, two 
stores, a weekly [73] newspaper and some thirty families in the neigh- 
borhood. I rode in company with Mr. Mills—he almost insisted upon 
my settling with them. Spent one night at his house and another with 
Widow Otis, from Pennsylvania, has lived at Belvidere, Ill.—a very 
pleasant woman. Preached in the court house on Worldliness [and] 
had an attentive and intelligent congregation of about sixty—called on 
Mr. Otis, and Barber and main storekeepers. Mr. Wittse, Editor of 
Grant Co. Herald, an intelligent and gentlemanly man, has lived in 
Texas. Mr. Mahood [is] a native of Virginia whence he removed on 
acce’t of Slavery first to Indiana and 12 years ago to Mineral Point, a 
very excellent man, well informed—has been afflicted with the gravel 
for 20 years. Mr. Macaulay, father of [the] one of [the] same name 
mentioned [on] p. 21. Mr. Fletcher, his son in law lives with him. 

May 4th. rode to Potosi—called on Mrs. Mosehead three miles East 
of P{otosi], a native of Derry, N[ew] H[ampshire], has taught school 
in Dubuque, a very pleasant lady. Saw her sister, Mrs. Pow[?] and 
daughter, Mrs. P[ow] thinks she has experienced religion—was a gay 
worldly minded woman, but not with seven crosses. Mr. M[acaulay ], 
an Englishman, was successful in mining and has now a fine farm. 
Potosi is curiously situated on the sides of along and crooked hollow. 
It is vulgarly known as Snake Hollow, from the fact that [74] the 
first mineral found there was taken from a cave which was surrounded 
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by snakes. For the history of the church vid. H[ome] Missionary ] 
v. 15 p. 57-p. 222. I found it scattered and preached. Mr. Warren was 
expected to labor with them, but was detained in the eastern portion 
of this Territory so that the church has had no preaching this winter. 
Some of the members have become discouraged. Some united with the 
Methodists who have been holding a protracted meeting in [the] Pres- 
byterian Meeting House, this winter and have gone back. Br. Rice is 
a leading and most active man in the church. 

There is [a] Mr. Gillartin, native of North of Ireland [who] has 
lived in N[ew] Y[ork] city where [he] was a distiller, afterwards in 
Niagara. Mrs. Bickrall, Dr. Bickrall, a native of Rhode Island [is] 
an intelligent clever man [as] also his brother a merchant. Miss Fisher, 
teacher, lived in Canada, taught school in Beloit. Called on Mr. Emer- 
son, lawyer, native of Maine, is dissatisfied with Society in Potosi and 
preparing to move to Racine, his wife a very fine lady, good singer, 
was teacher in Academy at Parsonsfield, Maine, a Baptist. The Sunday 
I spent there was rainy, had a congregation of about 45. On my return 
was detained a day in crossing the river—crossed at [75] Wild’s Ferry 
10 miles above Dubuque. In crossing was overtaken by heavy shower 
and wet through. I stopped at Saw Mill on [the] Little Maquoketa 
but Mr. Sims (p. 19) was not there, the mill not being in operation 
in consequence of the back water from the Mississippi. On returning 
here found a letter from Mr. Buck[?] of Mineral Point W. T. desiring 
me to come and see the Church. Is the Lord thus opening a wider door 
of usefulness performing? O Lord lead me in the way in which thou 
wouldst have me to go. 

Visited Mrs, Payburn[?], found her soft and tender, visited Mr. 
Earl, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Marchell, a native of Conn’t. near Stanford, 
formerly owned Mr. McCloy’s mill property, injured himself by hard 
work and is now in consumption. Day before yesterday what he sup- 
poses an ulcer broke on his lungs and discharged largely and now he 
has some relief. He and his wife have been Professors in [the] Baptist 
church some nine years at Potosi. Saw Mr. Wood, native of Boxford, 
Mass., an old bachelor, lived many years in Ononbago Co. N[ew] York, 
where [he] was engaged in making salt—thinks there are salt springs 
in Essex Co. Mass., from the fact that in the examination of the waters 
on the coast of Mass., the [76] largest in preparation [sic] of salt was 
in waters taken from [the] mouths of Merrimack and Plum rivers. 

Of [the] votes taken in April on subject of a Convention for form- 
ing a Constitution for a State Government, there was 


For a Convention 6,719 
Against 3,974 
Whole number of votes 10,693 


Majority for Convention 2,745 
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This is taken from the proclamation of the Governor,’ but it does 
not include the votes in [the] Counties of Clayton, Washington, and 
Davis from which the returns had not been sent in, which however, 
would probably have made the whole number of votes in this Territory 
near 12,000. 

May 15. Saw Mr. Cabin who lives [in the] house west of Mr. Bur- 
leson’s, a Unitarian in sentiment, was the first Merchant in Milwaukee 
(in 1836) who had on a stock of goods from N[ew] York, was unfor- 
tunate in trading by crediting his goods, afterwards engaged in for- 
warding, grocery and baking businesses. 

May 18. Read today, Jos. Scott Kirkpatrick’s “Private thoughts on 
Theology”, published at Dubuque 1839.8 There is much bad grammar 
and bad use of language. The founda- [77] tion of his errors is in 
relation to original condition of Adam who acted then instinctively and 
ignorantly. He supposes Satan told the truth, Gen. 3:5,86 and that the 
Lord speaks literally in Gen. 3:2287 and that Adam did not have the 
complete image of God untill [sic] his transgression which says the 
writer was “the very finishing stroke” that stamped in him the image 
of God and confirmation of the great design of man’s creation. p. 8. 
[“]So that the account of what divines term the fall is in reality the 
plain and simple narration of man’s creaion.” Page 10. The death in 
Gen. 2:1788 according to Mr. K[irkpatrick] is spiritual death only. Mr. 
K[irkpatrick] further discusses on the prevolition of the mind—sup- 
poses the atonement has no influences on the son of God, but only on 
the mind of sinners as a motive to him to repent, and that there is no 
such thing as punishment (properly so called) in Gov[ernment] of 
God but only consequences of sin. 


[To be continued] 


84Gov. John Chambers’ message of May 1, 1844. Vid. Benj. F. Shambaugh 
(ed.), Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa (1903), Vol. I, 
pp. 308-309 for complete text. : : : 

85The full title of this twenty-eight page pamphlet is: Joseph S. Kirkpatrick, 
Private Thoughts on Theology to the Serious Enquirer after Truth. Russell & 
Reeves, Printers. Du Buque, 1839. The State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa 
City, has a copy, 

86Genesis 3:5. For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

87Genesis 3:22. And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one 
of us, to know good and eyil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take 
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever. ; 

88Genesis 2:17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 


THE SKUNK RIVER WAR (OR TALLY WAR) 
Keroxvux County, Aveust, 1863 


By C. C. Stines, SUPERINTENDENT OF ARCHIVES Division 


Among the manuscripts and printed documents on file in the 
different divisions of the Historical, Memorial and Art Depart- 
ment of Iowa may be found materials relating to any subject 
incident to the history of the state. In writing this article I 
have used materials found in each of the following divisions: 
Public Archives, Newspaper, and Library divisions. 

During the Civil War period the correspondence, reports, etc., 
show the intense excitement existing attendant upon the raising 
of troops to be sent to the front, and the home guards for the 
purpose of maintaining peace at home, also letters informing the 
authorities of the organizing of secret societies to aid the South 
in their struggle against the loyal states. 

The clashings of the two elements were frequent, deeds of 
lawlessness often occurred, property was destroyed and lives 
taken. But the reins of government during this period were held 
by the firm unwavering hands of our “Old War Governor,” 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, aided by Adjutant General N. B. Baker, 
and the state passed through this trying period without any 
stains that could not be erased from its untarnished history. 

In the records of the legislature I found a petition by J. B. 
Shollenbarger relating to the subject of this article. Following 
is an exact copy: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Iowa: 


Your petitioner respectfully represents that in the latter part of 
July, 1863, there was great excitement in Keokuk County, Iowa, in rela- 
tion to the raising of troops to put down the war of the Southern Re- 
bellion, that one Sype Tally professedly a Democrat took strong grounds 
in opposition to the war and went about the country making speeches 
that were called treasonable in opposition to the raising; after one of 
these inflamatory speeches there was tremendous excitement accompanied 
by the discharge of fire arms, in the opinion of the petitioner not for 
the purpose of taking life but for the purpose of intimidation. One of 


ae 
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these shots whether by intention or not, is not known, killed the said 
Sype Tally, he dying instantly by a ball through the head. By this act 
the entire county was thrown into great commotion. The friends of Mr. 
Tally declared vengeance and threatened to destroy the town of Sigour- 
ney, situated fourteen miles from the scene of the murder, because of 
the presumed Republicanism of a majority of the inhabitants of said 
town of Sigourney. Our late governor, Samuel J. Kirkwood, being ap- 
prised of the above facts, instantly called out troops and with artillery, 
repaired to Sigourney to put down what was called the Tally War. 
The Governor arrived some hours or more before the arrival of his 
troops. When prominent town people thought it best to appoint a com- 
mittee of five to wait on the insurgents at Camp Tally (in the Hoobs 
Grove) and occupy their time and attention until the troops should 
arrive. In the opinion of Governor Kirkwood one hour would be suffi- 
cient. Judge Harned, T. A. Morgan, James Adams, Geary Wilkinson, 
and J. B. Shollenbarger (the petitioner) were appointed on said com- 
mittee. Parenthetically it may be said here that immediately before this 
time your petitioner edited a Douglas Democratic paper! but at the 
same time thoroughly endorsed the war and favored all legitimate means 
to secure its successful termination in favor of the Union. 

That he had at that time served over a year in the Union Army, 
that my son Hiram W. Shollenbarger had enlisted in the Thirty-third 
Regiment, and that my partner, Samuel B, Evans, served his term of 
enlistment in the Army. 

At the last moment two of said committee declined to go, and the 
other two being on duty left for myself, alone, to do what could be done 
(if anything). Single and alone in the uniform of the United States 
your petitioner repaired to the camp of the insurgents (Hobbs Grove). 
There I moved that Austin Jacobs act as chairman, then called for 
speeches from William Bunt and D. N. Henderson and others. My hour 
had expired and I returned to town where I saw, with my own eyes, 
an assault on my press by the man that filed the information against 
the Copperheads, as they were termed, with an iron poker, telling the 
boys to stand aside until he would give that “Dammed Copperhead 
Hell,” which was Ben Franklin’s bust on the top of my press. He 
threw the bust out of its socket and it being of cast iron came down 
heavy on the floor and broke the plastering down in the room, now 
occupied by Cunningham & Anderson as a hardware store. By calling 
for speeches and by other devices the belligerents were detained until 
the troops arrived. 

The insurgents, having (in part) come to town, the Governor made 
to them one of his characteristic speeches, plain, patriotic and practical. 
He told them in conclusion that all unlawful conduct on their part must 
inevitably be put down. He counselled a quiet acquiescence in the laws 


1[Sigourney] Iowa Democrat, established in 1858 by S. B. Evans and —— 
Farra. In 1860 Farra sold his interest to J. B. Sollenbarger. In 1862 both pro- 
prietors enlisted in the Union Army and the paper was suspended.—ANNALS OF 
Iowa, Vol. XVI, p. 191. 
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of the land and said if necessary the governors of friendly states near 
would furnish him assistance and that even if required the government 
of the United States was pledged to furnish a portion of the Army and 
Navy to put down any insurrection, even in a small county like Keokuk, 
Iowa. The speech being concluded your petitioner called for three cheers 
for Governor Kirkwood, the first was faintly given but the last most 
vociferously and uproariously given. The troops of the Governor were 
cbliged to have quarters and a portion of them, by necessity, were lo- 
cated in my office against my will and consent I, knowing the character 
of the soldier, offered my parlor with carpet in it rather than get my 
type all pied, but nevertheless, they quartered a lot of soldiers in my 
office who pied all the type, then in form, which was the whole paper 
tax list all new type, and while there so quartered observing by unmis- 
takable signs that mine was a Democratic office and totally ignorant of 
the character of my democracy, these soldiers destroyed my press and 
scattered the type about the office and threw a share of it into the street 
and on the sidewalk and after my re-enlistment in the Ninth Iowa 
Cavalry I recaptured one of my printer sticks in Arkansas from a 
young boy who told me he got it in my office in Sigourney and that he 
had been informed that I was a Rebel and I have the same stick in my 
trunk now as a war relic. Any printer knows that after this was done 
what remained was almost worthless. 

Your petitioner has given the foregoing brief history and statement 
of facts for the purpose of appealing to the justice of your honorable 
body for reimbursement in amount equal to the value of above named 
losses. If ever property was lost in the service of his country and de- 
served reimbursement it occurs to your petitioner that this is one of the 
cases. At a moderate valuation the foregoing property was richly worth 
$1006.00. It is proper to add that $200.00 of said amount has already 
been paid to your petitioner by a previous legislature. 

Before concluding I shall add that I am now very near sixty years 
of age. Since the War in which I took part your petitioner has been a 
great sufferer from diarrhea and scurvy, and that I also become afflicted 
with a semi-paralysis of the left side which has in a great degree im- 
paired my mental faculties and prevents me from doing clerical duty 
which I might otherwise do. 

Your petitioner represents that he is not a pensioner, although he 
has not seen a well day since he was first discharged; that mentally 
and physically he is a wreck and totally unable to maintain himself by 
manual labor. Your petitioner respectfully solicits such reimbursement 
as your honorable body may ascertain is just and due in his case ac- 
cording to the true equity in his case. Petitioner further states that 
through inability to maintain himself by manual labor that he has been 
compelled to occupy quarters at the National Soldiers Home at Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, since the 15th of August, 1879. Your petitioner 
represents that he served two terms of service during the late War, 
that he served about fifteen months in the Fifth Iowa Volunteers and 
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afterwards his three years in Ninth Iowa Cavalry Volunteers as will 
appear by the Adjutant General’s Report. 
JoserH B, SCHOLLENBARGER, 


State of Wisconsin 
County of Milwaukee (5* 

Subscribed and sworn to before me and in my presence by J. B. 
Shollenbarger late of Fifth Iowa Volunteers and Ninth Iowa Cavalry 
Volunteers. 

C. Woottertt, 
Notary Public. 


This petition was presented January 22, 1880, to the legisla- 
ture by Cyrus H. Mackey* of Sigourney, then member of the 
House of Representatives from Keokuk County. The committee 
to whom it was referred reported back to the House that it “Be 
not granted.” 

To give the reader a clearer understanding of the beginning 
and cause of the Skunk River War I call your attention to an 
article on the subject published in 1880 on pages 443-48 of a 
History of Keokuk County on file in the Library Division of the 
Historical, Memorial and Art Department of Iowa. 


In 1848, there came to Keokuk County a family by the name of Tally. 
They had previously resided in Tennessee, and by birth and education 
were in sympathy with the “peculiar institution” of the South. Upon 
the breaking out of the war they arrayed themselves on the side of the 
anti-war party, believing, as many thousands throughout the North did 
believe, that unless the erring sisters could be peaceably prevailed upon 
to remain, they should be allowed to go in peace. 

One of the family, Cyphert Tally, was a young man of more than 
ordinary brilliancy of intellect, and though possessed of meager educa- 
tion, was an orator of great force and ability. A short time prior to 
the war he had entered the ministry of the Baptist church, and as far 
as appears from the evidence of those most likely to know, was, in his 
private character as an individual and in his public character as a 
minister, above reproach. Some time after the beginning of the war he 


2Cyrus H. Mackey was born in Lewiston, Illinois, August 22, 1837, and died 
in Sigourney, Iowa, July 17, 1909. He was with his parents, James and Abigail 
Mackey, in their removal to rat Keokuk County, Iowa, in 1855. He read 
law with the firm of Sampson (E. S.) & Harned (S.) of Sigourney and was 
admitted to the bar in 1858 and began practice in Sigourney. He entered the 
Union Army August 10, 1862, as lieutenant colonel of the Thirty-third Iowa 
Infantry, was promoted to colonel August 18, 1863, was wounded severely April 
30, 1864, at Jenkins Ferry, Arkansas, and was mustered out July 17, 1865, at 
New Orleans. He returned to Sigourney and resumed his law practice in which 
he attained distinction, and in which he continued until shortly before his death. 
He was a representative in the Highteenth General Assembly, 1880, was the 
Democratic nominee for Congress from the Sixth District in 1882, was the Demo- 
cratic nominee for attorney general of Iowa in 1886, and again in 1890, was 
more than once a delegate to a national convention of his party, and in 1900 
was a candidate on the Democratic ticket for presidential elector at large. 
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was called upon to preach the funeral of a soldier who had died in the 
Union Army. He consented to do so, the place where the appointment 
was made being Mt. Zion Church, in Steady Run Township. 

When the congregation had assembled, and after Tally had taken his 
place in the pulpit, the question of his loyalty was raised by some of the 
brethren and, at their suggestion, another Baptist minister who was 
present went into the pulpit and informed him that his loyalty was 
questioned and if rumors were true as to certain sentiments which he 
was reported to have uttered, there were those in the audience who 
preferred not to listen to his discourse. After a short consultation Tally 
arose and announced that as there appeared to be objections to his 
preaching from that pulpit he would dismiss the congregation and those 
who desired to hear him should go to a certain schoolhouse nearby. He 
thereupon left the church and started for the schoolhouse followed by 
the greater part of the audience, but upon his arrival at the place 
found the schoolhouse locked and the subdirector refused to give up 
the key. They then went to a grove where the funeral sermon was 
preached and the audience dismissed. The circumstances attending the 
preaching of this funeral gave rise to bitter disputes and bickerings in 
the neighborhood and party feeling ran high. Encouraged by his friends 
Tally became still more pronounced in the expression of his political 
views and soon after abandoned the pulpit and took the stump. Numer- 
ous opposition meetings were held in the county and Tally was invari- 
ably the chief speaker. He soon became quite a hero and received and 
accepted invitations to speak in various parts of the adjoining counties. 
On every hand he was extolled and lionized by those of a like political 
faith. Thus flattered and petted it is not at all remarkable that as 
young a man as Tally should become bold to commit some very indis- 
creet deeds and make some very unwise statements. In his public 
speeches he used language which was very offensive to the war party 
and threats were made in some parts of the county that Tally could not 
speak there. Whenever such threats were made the friends of Tally 
seemed to be particularly anxious that he should speak at those very 
places, and urged forward by the injudicious counsels of these friends 
improved the very first opportunities which presented themselves in 
making good the assertion that he could speak and would speak at any 
place in the county where he chose to. To these meetings people from 
all parts of the county would flock, many of them well armed. Such 
was the condition of affairs when occurred the tragic event which put 
an end to the eventful career of young Tally. 

On Saturday, August 1, 1863, a Democratic mass meeting was held 
near English River, in Keokuk County. The speaking occurred in a 
grove, about one half mile from town. The chief speaker was Tally. 
Several hundred persons were present at this meeting, most of whom 
had come in wagons, in the bottom of which was hay or straw, and 
therein secreted were arms of different kinds which fact was developed 
at a later hour in the day. Speeches were made during the forenoon, 
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and as some Republicans were present, party spirit ran high. As an 
illustration of the excitement, it is related that in stripping of butter- 
nut badges the clothing was almost torn from a couple of ladies present 
who displayed the objectionable emblem. Wild and perhaps idle threats 
were made that the party would come up in the afternoon and clean 
out the town of South English, which was quite a radical stronghold. 
Reports of these were carried up into town, where, from the balcony of 
a hotel, a Republican was addressing a meeting of his party,-and in 
the town the radical feeling was also quite strong. To be prepared for 
emergencies, the citizens were armed as far as there were weapons for 
their use. In the afternoon the Tally party came up to the town in 
wagons. In the front wagon were several men, including Tally, who 
stood up in the rear part. 

The Republican meeting had just closed, and arms were freely dis- 
played. Some person warned Tally that he had best not go through 
the town, as there would be trouble; but he claimed he meant no injury 
to anyone, and merely asked the privilege of the street. As the first 
wagon came into the crowd, there were cries from the street of “coward!” 
“copperhead!” “afraid to shoot!” etc. Previous to this time no weapons 
had been displayed by the party in the wagon, but upon these cries 
they came up from the bottom of the conveyance. Just then the street 
became so crowded that it was necessary to stop the wagon for a 
moment. At that instant a citizen accidentally, as he claimed, discharged 
one barrel of his revolver into the ground. This was the occasion for 
a general firing, and it is marvelous that the loss of life was not much 
greater. It has been estimated that one hundred and fifty shots were 
fired, which is evidently a great exaggeration. Tally stood in the back 
part of the wagon, with revolver and bowie knife in hand; he evidently 
fired twice, as two chambers were empty, when he fell from the wagon 
dead, having been shot once through the head and twice through the 
body. One of the horses attached to the wagon was wounded, which 
caused the team to run, and probably avoided more serious consequences. 
The only other party seriously wounded was a man by the name of 
Wyant, who recovered. Upon receiving the fatal shot, Tally fell pros- 
trate in the wagon, and it was not known that he was dead until the 
driver of the team succeeded in controlling the horses, when an exami- 
nation revealed the fact that life had already departed. 

The next day being Sunday, preparations were being made at the 
home of Tally, whither his remains had been conveyed the previous 
evening, for the funeral, while messages were sent in every direction 
informing Tally’s friends of his death, and calling upon them to avenge 
it. At the solicitation of certain influential citizens of Sigourney and 
elsewhere, a committee, consisting of S. A. [B.] Evans, Wm. H. Brunt, 
Presley Doggett and others, proceeded to the Tally neighborhood on 
the Monday following. When they arrived Tally had already been 
buried, and about one hundred people, from various parts of the county 
had assembled, determined on revenge. The committee said they had 
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come in the interest of peace, and that they were authorized to guar- 
antee the arrest and speedy trial of the person or persons who killed 
Tally. Their words seemed to have had little effect on the crowd, and 
they departed. All this time wagon loads of men were on their way 
from Wapello, Mahaska and Poweshiek counties to the place of rendez- 
vous on Skunk River. Probably as many as one hundred and fifty came 
from Mahaska County alone. These volunteers formed what is currently 
known as the Skunk River Army. 

By Monday night affairs began to present quite a dangerous aspect 
to the people of South English and Sigourney, and that night two citi- 
zens of the latter place made their way to Washington on horseback, 
and there, procuring a hand car, proceeded to Wilton Junction, where 
they took a train for Davenport, in order to consult Governor Kirk- 
wood, who was known to be there at that time. They found the Gover- 
nor early on Tuesday morning, and stated the facts; his first reply was 
a verbal order for three hundred stands of arms, which he then gave 
the gentlemen in writing, and told them to procure the arms and return 
to Keokuk County. One of the gentlemen replied: “My God Governor, 
am I to understand you [want us] to return home and shoot down our 
neighbors?” The Governor replied: “On second thought, I guess Vl 
go myself.” And go he did, just as he was, without collar or necktie, 
and attired in the careless dress which he was accustomed to wear when 
at his regular employment. The Governor arrived on Wednesday even- 
ing at Sigourney; troops and a couple of cannons followed soon after. 
That night he made a speech in front of the Court House. 

The popular story of the Governor’s threat of minie balls and canister 
to the Skunk River Army and of their terror-stricken flight from their 
camp is a myth, the truth being that there was no considerable number 
of armed men nearer English River than Skunk River, which is sixteen 
miles from the town. The project of armed resistance had been prac- 
tically abandoned before Governor Kirkwood reached the town, many 
of the Mahaska County troops having returned to their homes on Mon- 
day or Tuesday. It is probable that there were still some men assembled 
at the time of Governor Kirkwood’s visit, and that his proclamation 
was read to them which gave rise to the more extravagant story. There 
was nobody badly frightened on either side, and no paricular cowardice 
manifested. It is highly probable that if Bill Tally had continued as 
leader that the result would have been quite disastrous. The Skunk 
River Army has been variously estimated at numbers ranging from 
five hundred to four thousand; the first figure is probably not far from 
the truth. ... The grand jury at the following term of the District 
Court, took the Tally matter under consideration, but no one was in- 
dicted, and up to the present time it has not been found out who fired 
the fatal shot. It is highly probable, however, from the nature of the 
wound, that the shot was not an accidental one, but well aimed, and 
from an unerring hand, 
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From the Adjutant General’s Report for the year 1863 on file 
in the Public Archives Division of the Historical, Memorial and 
Art Department I submit the following: 


South English, 
Aug. 2, 1863. 
Governor Kirkwood: 

Dear Sir:—Our town was thrown into great commotion yesterday, 
in consequence of treasonable acts committed by the “Copperhead” party, 
resulting in the death of probably three or four persons, including their 
leader—Tally. There were near a hundred shots fired on either side. 
They retired, making threats to return, reinforced, and burn the town, 
&c. We can say that we were not the aggressive party. We bore their 
insults (butternut badges) as well as listened to their treasonable talk 
with patience, until they came through the village with their guns, and 
knives, &c., exhibited, when some one called out “cowards!” which was 
repeated by several, when they commenced firing into the crowd; and 
as there had been so many threats made by them before, it was natural 
for us to stand on the defensive. We very much desire you to take 
measures to protect our town, by sending us aid. If you cannot do so, 
send us arms. 

Yours, Respectfully, 
Atten Hate 
Wm. Cocuran, 
Tuos. J. Moorman 


South English, 
- Aug. 3rd, 1863. 
To His Excellency Gov. Kirkwood, or Adjt. Gen. Baker: 
Dear Sirs:—Excitement still continues here. Our ambassadors, that 
we sent from here yesterday to come to an accommodation with the 
friends of Tally, are detained now over twelve hours longer than the 
time appointed for their return, or at least the time expected. We 
have rumors from different sources of an attack on our town, and are 
expecting it hourly. We have not over two hundred armed men, if 
that, and the arms are nothing but shotguns and rifles, a few revolvers, 
knives, &c. We beg of you to reinforce us immediately. If you cannot 
possibly do this, send us available arms, as many as you can. We 
have organized. 
Your Humble Servants, 
A. Hate, 
T. J. Moorman, 
Committee appointed to communicate with you. 


Adjutant General’s Office, 
Davenport, Iowa, Aug. 4th, 1863. 
Hon. S. J. Kirkwood: 
On Saturday, August Ist inst. a riot occurred in the town of South 
English, in the Coounty of Keokuk, Iowa, resulting in the death of one 
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person, and severely wounding several others. Since that time the county 
has been in a feverish state of excitement. A large body of men, armed 
with rifles and shotguns, have formed, and are camped in the western 
part of the county, threatening to take the law into their own hands, 
and murder, plunder, burn and destroy, unless their unreasonable de- 
mands are complied with. According to their own statements, this force 
thus assembled in violation of law, amounts to over three thousand men, 
and from my own knowledge of the matter I think there must be at 
least one thousand men in the county unlawfully under arms. Our citi- 
zens are in very great fear for the safety of person and property, and 
the county funds, valuable public records, and the greater portion of 
the funds of private individuals, have been removed from the county 
for safe keeping. Under these circumstances we feel ourselves justified 
in calling upon the state authorities for aid in dispersing this lawless 
assemblage of men. 


J. H. Sanvers. 
SPECIAL ORDER 


Head Quarters, Sigourney, 
Aug. 8th, 1863. 

The troops now here will remain until notified by the sheriff of 
Keokuk County that they will be no longer needed. 

The soldiers will avoid all occassion of quarrel with the citizens, and 
are hereby strictly enjoined not to injure or molest any citizen, either 
in person or property, unless in execution of orders and in the line of 
duty. 

The military force at this place will be strictly subordinate to the 
civil authority, and will be under the direction of the sheriff. They 
are only to protect and assist the officers of the law in the performance 
of their duties. 

Captain Satterlee will be in command of all the troops at this place 
and will see that this order is strictly obeyed. 

By order of the Governor. 

M. M. Trumsutt, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


COMPANIES CALLED OUT 


List of companies engaged in suppressing disturbances in Keokuk 
Co., August, 1863: 


Muscaibine sano ey; seems te nmr e eer eee Captain Satterlee 
Washington Provost: Guards...5...-2s5 Captain Andrus 
Brightone Guard sees eee eee ener Captain Sheridan 
Richland SHomes Guard sme ee ee Captain Drummond 
BairtieldSPrariesG wands: eee Captain Alexander 
Hairtield a Unions G ua rd ssa eenan Captain Ratcliff 
Abingdon) Homes Guardssesess eee Captain W. D. Peck 
Libertyville (Guards Sees ceeeeneeee nna een Captain Cowan 


a 
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Mie A MORNEOMNE RIRIREEN oc Captain Jericho 
PN ag gO ON | Captain Burr 
mecturney 1 ome (iaArds. 9 oo Captain Price 


To give the reader a clearer understanding of the attitude 
taken by Governor Kirkwood on the subject I herewith submit 
the following from the Governor’s Journal of 1862-1863 now on 
file in the Public Archives Division of the Historical, Memorial 
and Art Department of Iowa: 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
Goy. Samuel J. Kirkwood 
1862-1863 
Executive Office lowa 
Towa City, Aug. 3rd, 1863. 


James M. Adams 
Sheriff Keokuk Co. Iowa. 
Sir: 

Information has reached me that on Saturday last a conflict occurred 
at a political meeting had at South English in your county which re- 
sulted in the death of one or more persons and it is represented to me 
that there is danger of an attack on the people of that place in revenge 
for the death of the person or persons killed. 

Such events as that of Saturday, & that said to be threatened are 
dangerous to the peace of the state and must if possible be prevented. 
The laws must be maintained & enforced. 

Investigate the occurrences of Saturday last & present conditions of 
affairs there. The local authorities should at once take the necessary 
steps to ascertain the facts attending the death of the person or persons 
killed and the guilty persons on one side or the other. But I wish you 
& it is your duty to prevent further conflicts and breaches of the peace. 
The people of South English must be protected if in danger—A mob 
must not be permitted to take the law into their own hands and mete 
out punishment to those whom they may consider guilty. This would 
produce retaliation & further conflict. 

Examine into all the facts clearly and carefully and report to me in 
writing. 

It is your duty to prevent further disturbance and so far as is in 
my power I will hold you responsible for a failure to perform that 
duty. You have the power to summons to your assistance a sufficient 
force to preserve the peace and enforce the laws and should do so 
promptly. 
Very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Servant, 
SamvueE. J. Kirkwoop. 
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Executive Office Iowa 
Iowa City, Aug. 5, 1863. 
N. B. Baker, 
Adjt. Genl. of Iowa. 
Sirs 
You will immediately upon receipt of this order send to the sheriff 
of Washington County by the express train of tomorrow morning & by 
express, forty stands of arm with a due allowance of ammunition. Be 
sure to send the arms by express and the early train tomorrow for 
Washington. Send with the arms by the express messenger the enclosed 
letter to the sheriff of Washington County. Don’t fail in the prompt 
execution of this order. 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servant, 
SamvueL J. Kirxwoop. 
P. S. Pay express charges. 


Executive Office Iowa 
Iowa City Aug. 3rd, 1863. 
Sheriff of Washington County, Iowa. 
Sir: 

There will be delivered to you with this letter forty stands of arms 
& an amount of ammunition for the same. 

You will deliver these forty stands of arms and the ammunition to 
the written order of Allen Hale, Wm. Cochran and Thos. Morseman 
or of any two of them. They live in South English, Keokuk County 
and I am informed there is danger of an attack on that place and a 
serious breach of the peace on account of an unfortunate occurrence 
there on Saturday last. These arms are intended for their defence. 

Very Respectfully 
Your Obt. Servant, 
Samvuet J. Kinxwoop. 


Executive Office Iowa 


Iowa City, Aug. 3rd, 1863. 
Messrs. Allan Hale, 


Wm. Cochran & Thos. Morsman, 
South English, Keokuk Co., Iowa. 
Gentlemen: 

I have learned with regret the unfortunate occurrence at your place 
on Saturday last, and also that there is danger of further conflict and 
disturbance in consequence. I, of course, cannot determine where the 
fault is or who are the responsible parties, but it is very clear this is a 
matter to be determined by the law and-not by a mob. If it shall turn 
out that Tally was unlawfully killed, the law must show who is the 
guilty person and must inflict the punishment. If a mob of his friends 
are permitted to determine who is guilty and to inflict punishment it 
is just as probable that the innocent will suffer as the guilty. Besides 
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such proceedings unsettle society and render every man’s life and prop- 
erty insecure. 

I have sent to the sheriff of Washington County forty stands of arms 
and ammunition for the same for you. These arms are intended only 
and strictly for the defense of your people against any lawless attack 
on your town by a mob and for the purpose of aiding the lawful au- 
thorities in enforcing the laws and maintaining the public peace. They 
must not be used for any other purpose or in any other manner. You 
must keep your people strictly on the defensive and clearly within the 
law. You must not resist the execution of legal process but must aid 
in enforcing & executing it. If you are attacked by a mob of riotous 
and lawless men you will of course defend yourselves. 

The public mind is much excited by the acts of mischievous and de- 
signing men and it becomes lawabiding and peaceful citizens not to 
add to this excitement. Act prudently and cooly and lawfully. 

I trust that the threatened danger may pass over without further 
disturbances. I have written the sheriff of your county to act in this 
matter. Until his arrival I must trust to your judgment & discretion. 
Upon his arrival act under his authority. 

Very Respectfully 
Samuext J. Kirxwoop. 


ORGANIZING AND ARMING VOLUNTEER COMPANIES 


From Governor Kirkwood’s Biennial Message to the Tenth General 
Assembly 


I became satisfied during the early part of last summer that design- 
ing men in this, as in other loyal states, were making preparations for 
an armed resistance to the authority of the general government. The 
law of Congress, providing for a draft to fill the ranks of the Union 
Army, contained a provision that was eagerly seized upon to array the 
poorer of our people against the government upon the specious pretence 
that the object of the law was to discriminate between the rich and 
the poor, to the injury of the poor. 

The action of the government, in freeing and using the slaves in the 
rebel states for the suppression of the Rebellion, was represented as 
a scheme, by the government, to overrun the free states with the freed 
slaves, to the prejudice of the interest of the poor white man. 

The government had in some instances, arrested and temporarily im- 
prisoned or sent beyond our lines, persons whose restraint the public 
safety required; and this was interpreted to mean, an intention on the 
part of the government to break down all the defenses of civil liberty, 
and to establish a despotism. The entire policy of our government, as 
interpreted by these men, was that the war was waged, not for the 
preservation of the Union, but for the abolition of slavery; that the 
object of the government, in seeking to abolish slavery was to bring 
the freed slaves north, and force their labor into competition with that 
of the poor white man; that by the so-called Conscription Law, the 
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government sought to force only the poor men of the country into the 
ranks of the army, to effect these objects so prejudicial to their inter- 
ests, and that while these objects were being effected, the government 


- intended to overthrow our free institutions, and establish in their stead 


a despotism. 

It is passing strange that intelligent men could be found so wicked 
as to make these statements, and that other men could be found so 
ignorant and foolish as to believe them. But so it was. These state- 
ments were made through the press and-from the stump, in the most 
violent and exciting language, apparently with all the earnestness of 
conviction, and thousands of honest, but deluded men believed them, 
and in consequence entertained feeling of deep hostility to the govern- 
ment. In this excited state of the public mind, secret societies were 
organized in many, if not all of the loyal states, the members of which 
were, to some extent, secretly armed for the avowed purpose of pro- 
tecting themselves against what were called “arbitrary arrests,” but as 
I am Satisfied with the intent upon the part of the leaders to bring 
their members into armed collision with the general government, in 
case any attempt should be made to enforce the draft. The natural 
result of these teachings and this action, was seen in the bloody riot 
that occurred in the chief city of the Union, and in similar smaller out- 
breaks in other places. 

Under these circumstances, my duty seemed to me to be plain and 
clear. I was bound to see the enforcement of the laws and the preser- 
vation of peace and good order; and when organized action was being 
taken throughout the state to prevent the one, and violate the other, I 
did not think my duty permitted me to wait until the evil was upon us 
before I took steps for its prevention. I accordingly called upon the 
loyal men of the state, who were willing to aid in the enforcement of 
the law, to organize a volunteer military company in each county of the 
state. Such companies were promptly organized, in most of the coun- 
ties, of loyal and substantial citizens, and as they were organized, I 
placed arms and ammunition in their hands to make their organization 
effective. By these means a sufficient force was provided to preserve 
the peace of the state and insure the enforcement of the law of Con- 
gress, without weakening our army facing the enemy by withdrawing 
any portion of it for that purpose, and in my judgment, this state of 
preparation to preserve the peace, tended largely to prevent its vio- 
lation. 

There was but a single occasion in which it was necessary to use the 
force thus organized. About the first day of August last, as a number 
of persons who had been attending a political meeting near the village 
of South English, in Keokuk County, were returning through that vil- 
lage, a collision took place between them and other persons in the 
village, in which a Mr. Tally, who had addressed the meeting, was 
killed. The friends of Tally, instead of appealing to the laws and the 
officers of the law for redress, chose to assume that the officers of the 
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law would not do their duty. They sent runners to various points and 
in a short time had gathered, near Sigourney, the county seat of the 
county, a large body of armed men, who undertook to dictate to the 
officers of the law for what offence and in what manner, the persons 
charged with killing Tally should be tried and punished. Much alarm 
existed throughout the county. The county funds were sent off for 
safety, and arrangements were made to send away the county records; 
and orderly and law-abiding people were in great anxiety and terror. 
As soon as these facts were made known to me, I at once ordered to 
Sigourney a sufficient number of volunteer companies, of infantry and 
artillery, to give protection to the people and the officers of the law, 
and to show those assembled for unlawful purposes, not only the hope- 
lessness, but the danger of their attempt to overawe the authorities; 
and I am glad to be able to inform you that the display of force was 
sufficient to effect the desired object. As soon as it became known that 
a force was being gathered to sustain the law, the unlawful assemblage 
quietly dispersed, order and tranquility were restored, and the officers 
of the law were left unmolested in the performance of their duty. 

The companies thus organized and armed are still in existence and, 
should any further legislation be deemed necessary for their efficiency, 
I recommend that such legislation be had. 

In closing this subject, I would return my thanks to the officers and 
men ordered by me to Sigourney and South English, on the occasion 
referred to, for the promptness with which they responded to the order, 
and their soldierly conduct and bearing while on duty. 


In the Annats or Iowa, Vol. IX, pages 142-45, will be found 
an article on this subject by Hon. Frank W. Eichelberger, who 
at that time, 1863, was representing the Muscatine Journal. This 
article I am presenting in full from the fact it presents clearly 


the action taken by Governor Kirkwood in the episode: 


GOVERNOR KIRKWOOD AND THE SKUNK RIVER WAR 
By Hon. Frank W. Eichelberger 

During the dark days of the summer of 1863, when Grant was in- 
vesting Vicksburg and Lee marching on Pennsylvania, there existed 
in portions of Keokuk, Poweshiek and Wapello counties a large number 
of southern sympathizers, who had from the outset of the war made 
a fierce opposition to its prosecution. 

A man named Tally, living near Ioka in Keokuk County, a Baptist 
preacher, made himself a leader among this element by his blatant, 
disloyal speeches in different parts of the country, rendering himself 
obnoxious to the Union-loving portion of the community. He usually 
went armed with a couple of revolvers and a bowie knife and openly 
defied the authorities to arrest him. The fall of Vicksburg and defeat 
of Lee at Gettysburg seemed to embitter him and his harangue became 
more violent and threatening, 
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On the first of August, accompanied by seventy or eighty men in 
wagons, all armed, he went to South English in Keokuk County, and 
_held a meeting in the outskirts of the village. Whilst this was in prog- 
ress, a Republican meeting was organized in the street opposite the 
hotel, which was addressed by a man named Settler, from Mt. Pleasant, 
who happened to be at the hotel. During the progress of this meeting, 
Tally and his crowd in wagons drove through the meeting, exhibiting 
butternut and copperhead pins, which were the recognized badges of 
disloyalty in the North at that time. A wounded soldier named Moor- 
man, seized one of the men wearing a butternut and stripped it off 
and was proceeding to serve others in the same manner when he was 
seized by some of them. His father went to his rescue and discharged 
his revolver. At this, Tally raised up in his wagon and gave the word 
to fire, at the same time firing his own revolver into the crowd and a 
regular fusilade was discharged by his armed followers, but singular 
to relate without hitting anyone. I was there the next day and saw 
many bullets imbedded in the hotel front. The firing was returned and 
Tally was killed and one of his men wounded. On the fall of their 
leader they drove off, vowing to return and hang a number of the 
citizens and burn the town. 

Word was sent to Washington, Iowa, where Col. N. P. Chipman, 
chief of staff for General Samuel R. Curtis, happened to be at home 
on a short furlough. He left immediately for South English, whither 
I accompanied him in the interests of the Muscatine Daily Journal of 
which paper I was then city editor. 

On our arrival Col. Chipman organized a company, erected barricades 
and prepared to resist any effort to take the town. During the day 
companies of state militia arrived from Washington and others came 
in from Poweshiek and Iowa counties, and the town was turned into a 
military camp, with Col. Chipman in command and J. F. McJunkin 
of Washington, afterwards attorney general of Iowa, as adjutant. 

In the meantime a mob of six or seven hundred men had gathered 
in the bottoms of Skunk River armed with all kinds of weapons from 
shotguns to meat axes. They demanded that ten of the best citizens of 
South English should be arrrested and immediately tried, charged with 
the crime of murder in the first degree, and threatening to march on 
the town and burn it, and seize the men themselves and hang them, 
unless their demand was complied with. 

The messenger sent by them, discovering the preparations made for 
their reception, returned and reported that the men were willing to 
give themselves up to the proper authorities for trial, which under the 
circumstances of Col. Chipman’s preparation was accepted. 

They were arrested by Sheriff Adams, had a preliminary hearing 
before a justice of the peace and were bound over in the sum of 
$1000.00 each for their appearance at the next term of the District 
Court. The army of the Skunk was dispersed and Col. Chipman’s forces 
sent home and it was supposed the affair ended. But during the night 
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another mob of nearly a thousand men gathered on Skunk River bottom 
near Sigourney and threatened to march on that place and destroy it 
unless the men bound over at South English were immediately brought 
to Sigourney and placed on trial. There was great excitement at 
Sigourney, the business houses were closed and nearly every man turned 
out to defend the place. There was no railroad or telegraph line to 
Sigourney at the time. 

Mr. Sanders, the clerk of the court, who afterwards established and 
conducted Sanders’ Stock Journal at Chicago, drove to Washington and 
took an engine from there to Muscatine, where he got into telegraphic 
communication with Governor Kirkwood. I went back on the engine 
and drove to Sigourney, finding the town in a state of great excitement, 
patrolled by a company of home guards, only half of them armed. The 
town was filled with ugly, scowling, armed rioters from the rendezvous 
on Skunk River and things looked pretty squally. 

During the night Governor Kirkwood came in from Washington ac- 
companied only by Col. Trumbull of his staff, afterwards colonel of 
the Ninth Cavalry. They drove direct to the Court House and Governor 
Kirkwood at once proceeded to make a speech. 

It is only once in a lifetime that a man is permitted to hear such a 
speech, and especially to such an audience under such circumstances. 
The grand old man seemed to be inspired; he was utterly fearless, al- 
though apparently in imminent danger from the rough crowd that sur- 
rounded and threatened at times to hang him, hissing and howling 
curses at him, which however failed to interrupt his speech. And such 
a speech! Its like never came from the mouth of any other governor 
of any state. 

It was far from ladylike, in fact would hardly do for print, but was 
vigorous, virile and to the point, filled with good old English and inter- 
spersed with an occasional round mouth-filling epithet as he referred 
to the Rebels. It was exhilarating, exciting but fearsome to see that 
rugged, fearless, earnest, grand man standing up in the middle of the 
night hurling denunciations and threats to such a mob. He told them 
that he had come to see that the law was enforced; that the people of 
South English would be fairly tried and if guilty punished, but not by 
such a scoundrelly mob as confronted him; that he had reason to be- 
lieve that they were drawn together not so much to punish crime or 
see that it was punished, as to throw obstacles in the way of the govern- 
ment in putting down the rebellion; that he didn’t propose to have any 
fire-in-the-rear rebellion in Iowa and unless they dispersed before morn- 
ing he would have them shot down like dogs; that he had ordered troops 
which were on their way, and when they arrived the next day they 
would shoot, and shoot straight, and shoot leaden bullets, not blank 
cartridges; that he would put down this mob if he had to kill every 
mother’s son of them—although that was not exactly the name he ap- 
plied, but it would not be polite to give it verbatim. 

His appearance and bravery cowed them and they commenced to 
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slink away, and before the Governor would go to bed most of them 
had left town. The next morning a company from Muscatine and dur- 
ing the day others arrived from Mt. Pleasant, Washington and other 
~ towns, and by evening there were ten companies of militia quartered in 
and around the town and the mob had entirely dissolved and gone 
home. 

I have always thought that there would have been bloodshed if Goy- 
ernor Kirkwood had not fearlessly met the crisis. 

A number of the rioters were arrested and bound over, charged with 
exciting riot, but they together with the South English prisoners, were 
released and all prosecution was wisely dropped at the next term of 
court. 


Following are two articles, one from the Weekly Courier of 
Muscatine and one from the Muscatine Journal. These articles 
are submitted to portray the attitude taken by the newspapers 
and the people, on each side, of the great controversy at that 
time: 

THE DISTURBANCE IN KEOKUK COUNTY 
From the Muscatine Weekly Courier, August 6, 1863 


On Saturday, the first day of August, the Democrats of Keokuk 
County, in obedience to the suggestion made by the State Central Com- 
mittee, assembled in mass convention near South English, for the pur- 
pose of ratifying the proceedings of the Democratic State Convention. 
Returning from the meeting many of the Democrats passed through the 
town of South English, where they were set upon by so-called Union 
men, and the badges worn by some of the Democrats were torn off and 
trampled under foot by abolition rioters. 

Shooting followed this raid upon Democratic badges, and the first 
shot fired was by a “Union man.” The principal speaker at the Demo- 
cratic meeting was then killed, and two other Democrats mortally 
wounded—and as far as we have been able to learn, not one “Union 
man” or abolitionist was in any manner injured. Yet abolition news- 
papers, instigated by the friends of perdition, gravely charge that 
Democrats are to blame for this wicked and murderous outrage upon 
the persons of Iowa citizens. A mob of abolitionists get together, armed 
to the very teeth, and intercept Democratic speakers and others as they 
return from a public meeting, and wickedly and fiendishly kill and 
murder three ef those Democrats, and then abolition editors, desiring 
to hire these pretended “Union men” to shed more blood, call upon 
them to exterminate the Democrats, assuring the fighting abolitionists 
that “Iowa is unsafe for’ Democrats. 

O, blind and infatuated tool of a wicked despotism! When will you 
get your eyes open to see the enormity of the crime you are commit- 
ting? You sit in your editorial chair and applaud abolition miscreants 
for shooting down in cold blood, Democrat speakers, and then lecture 
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those Democrats for interfering to prevent themselves from being ex- 
terminated! What wily fiend has taken posession of your heart that 
you can thus madly provoke the angry spirit of a mob when all good 
men are trying to allay the growing storm? You, Mr. Journal, for 
twelve long months, have advocated mob law in this city—You have 
threatened quiet and peaceable citizens with hanging—you have tamp- 
ered with the mob spirit which your own infernal malice has created 
in our midst—You have, by repeated falsehoods and calumniation, 
sought to bring Iowa citizens into disfavor with the masses, so that a 
mob incited by your howlings, would kill and murder them—You have 
urged the mob to destroy property as well as lives, and in every man- 
ner that your own wicked passions could plot, you have aimed at sub- 
stituting the hellish acts of mobs and demons, for law and order. In 
obedience to your teachings your party in an adjoining county have 
organized a mob—and as you directed in your issue of yesterday, they 
have “fired” at Democrats and killed and murdered them—and you, 
poor, driveling tool of mad masters—you approve the bloody deed and 
threaten vengance on those who will not quietly stand and be murdered. 
Poor sniveller, seek your hole and hide yourself, and no longer contami- 
nate the free air of heaven with your pestilential breath. You want 
mobs do you? 


A DEAD DESPERADO 


From the Muscatine Journal, republished in the Keokuk Gate City, 
August 10, 1863 

Rey. S. Tally, of Ioka, Keokuk County, who was killed in the difti- 
culty at South English on Saturday last, was about thirty years of age. 
He was a Baptist preacher, but we are informed, had no charge and 
spent his time mostly in traveling through Keokuk and adjoining coun- 
ties making inflammatory appeals to the people against the government. 
He was known throughout that region as a reckless character, and 
among the ignorant classes who compose the Copperhead faction was 
a most dangerous man, 

We are informed by J. H. Williamson, Esq., of Louisa County, that 
in June last he had a public discussion on politics with Tally. The latter 
was then armed to the teeth, having a large bowie knife conspicuously 
suspended from a belt around his waist, and also a pistol in his vest 
pocket and one or two in his coat pockets. The burden of his remarks 
was the tyranny of the administration and the duty of the Democrats 
to take up arms against it. 

This is the character of the man whom the Muscatine tory sheet 
mildly denominates “a Democratic speaker,” and upon whose death, 
while in the act of unprovokedly shooting down his fellow citizens and 
calling upon his followers to imitate his example, it takes occasion to 
charge the administration and its friends with a “fiendish murder.” 

We want no stronger evidence of the deep-seated sympathy for 
treason in the mind of the editor of the Cowrier than this fact. 


WILLIAM LLOYD HARDING 


From an oil painting from life in 1928 by Allen A. Philb 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


NOTABLE DEATHS 


Wru1am Lioyp Harprne was born on a farm near Sibley, Osceola 
County, Iowa, October 3, 1877, and died in Des Moines December 17, 
1934. The body was placed in the family vault of the Graceland Mauso- 
leum, Sioux City. His parents were O. B. and Emalyn (Moyer) Hard- 
ing. He received his early education in the public schools of his home 
locality, attended Morningside College, Sioux City, 1897-1901, and was 
graduated with the degree of LL. B. from the law college of South 
Dakota University, Vermillion, in 1905. The same year he began prac- 
tice of law in Sioux City. At one time James W. Kindig, later a justice 
of the Supreme Court of Iowa, was his partner. He had a natural 
aptitude for politics and in 1906, only a year after commencing his law 
practice and when but twenty-nine years old, he was elected representa- 
tive from Woodbury County, was re-elected in 1908, and also in 1910, 
serving in the Thirty-second, Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth general 
assemblies. He naturally grew with experience, had second place on 
the Judiciary Committee, and was chairman of the Committee on Mu- 
nicipal Corporations. He also greatly enlarged his acquaintance and 
friendships and in 1912 won the nomination for lieutenant governor, 
ran on the ticket headed by George W. Clarke for governor, and was 
elected. He was re-elected in 1914, again running on the ticket with 
Governor Clarke. In 1916 in a strong field of four candidates he won 
the Republican nomination for governor, and in the memorable cam- 
paign that fall he was elected governor over the Democratic nominee, 
Edwin T. Meredith. In 1918 he was renominated for governor and was 
re-elected, winning over Claude R. Porter, the Democratic candidate. 
When first elected he was but little over thirty-nine years old, the young- 
est governor-elect of Iowa since William M. Stone in 1863. A few weeks 
after the beginning of his first term as governor the United States 
entered the World War and Jowa did its full share in furnishing sol- 
diers, provisions, and materials, buying liberty bonds and co-operating 
with the national government, and in it all was the patriotic leadership 
of Gevernor Harding. It was during his administration and by his help- 
fulness that the State Board of Conservation and the state park system 
were established, also that the present highway system was put on its 
present organization. In that period, too, prison contract labor was 
abolished, and the state ratified the amendments to the federal Consti- 
tution for prohibition and for woman suffrage. After leaving the gov- 
ernor’s chair Mr. Harding returned to the practice of law, becoming a 
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member of the firm of Harding, Ruffcorn & Jones, Des Moines. He 
also engaged in lecturing, and in the promotion of the Great Lakes and 
_ St. Lawrence waterway project. He was in great demand as a political 
speaker, and took part in all recent state and national campaigns, 
speaking in many states under the direction of the Republican National 
Committee. His final illness began while he was making campaign 
speeches in Indiana. His readiness and felicity of expression, his 
abounding humor and his engaging personality were qualities that great- 
ly contributed to his success as an orator. 


Grorce Watson Frencu was born in Davenport, Iowa, October 26, 
1858, and died in that city November 27, 1934. Burial was in Oakdale 
Cemetery, Davenport. His parents were George Henry and Frances 
Wood (Morton) French. He received his education in public schools in 
Davenport and in Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts. At the 
age of nineteen he became an apprentice in his father’s factory, the 
Eagle Manufacturing Company in Davenport, makers of farm machin- 
ery, succeeding to the presidency of the company in 1886. He joined 
with the Bettendorfs in the Bettendorf Metal Wheel Company in 1888 
and became president. The French & Hecht Company developed from 
this with Mr. French as president. In 1896 he and his brother, Na- 
thaniel French, formed the Sylvan Steel Company with the former as 
president. He was connected with several other corporations. Besides 
being an outstanding figure in that industrial center, he had many other 
activities. In 1878 he joined the Iowa National Guard and rose through 
different ranks until in 1882 he was commissioned lieutenant colonel 
and assistant adjutant general of the First Brigade, but resigned in 
1897. He gained political prominence and was a delegate to the Repub- 
lican National Conventions of 1896, 1990, 1904, 1912, 1916, and 1928. 
He had a great interest in farming and developed a model farm just 
east of Bettendorf, purchasing it in about 1910 and centering his atten- 
tion on Holstein cows. In 1914 Governor Clarke appointed him a mem- 
ber of the Permanent Iowa Commission to the Panama-Pacific Expo- 
sition. He did his part in civic development, was for a time president 
of the Davenport Chamber of Commerce, and was a liberal contributor 
to charitable movements. He and Mrs, French gave to St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital, French Hall, a nurse’s home. He took a great interest in Friendly 
House of Davenport, aiding in its establishment and maintenance. He 
was a brother of Alice French (Octave Thanet), noted author, and of 
Judge Nathaniel French. 


Epwin S. Ormspy was born at Summerfield, Monroe County, Michi- 
gan, April 17, 1842, and died in Long Beach, California, October 24, 
1934, Interment was at Long Beach. His parents were Lysander and 
Olive C. Ormsby. He was a member of the Eighth Michigan Infantry 
during the Civil War and became a lieutenant. He practiced law a 
brief time in Michigan, but removed to Emmetsburg, Iowa, in 1872, 
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locating first at the old town a mile west of the present town, but 
moving to the new town in 1874. He aided in establishing the first bank 
in the town. For many years he was associated with his brother, A. L. 
Ormsby, in the management of the American Investment Company of 
Emmetsburg. He was for years president of the First National Bank 
of Emmetsburg, later the Farmers Trust and Savings Bank. Soon 
after arriving in town he led in organizing a local Methodist Episcopal 
church, and a Sunday school, and throughout his residence there he 
was an active church worker. He was superintendent of his local Sunday 
school twenty-five years and for some years was president of the State 
Sunday School Association. In 1881 he was appointed on the military 
staff of Governor John H. Gear with the title of lieutenant colonel, 
and thereafter was popularly known as Colonel Ormsby. From 1884 
to 1896 he was a member of the Board of Trustees of Cornell College, 
and was vice president of the board from 1887 to 1895. He was also 
active in politics and in 1893 was a candidate for the Republican nomi- 
nation for governor. In a field of six candidates he received 81 votes. 
Again in the 1895 convention in a field of seven candidates he received 
54 votes. In 1904 he was elected as a presidential elector at large 
running on the Republican ticket. About 1905 he removed to California 
where he lived in retirement. 


Lars JouaN Skromme was born in Norway in 1879 and died in a 
hospital in Des Moines, Iowa, December 23, 1934. Burial was at Roland, 
Story County. He was with his parents when they emigrated to the 
United States in 1885, settling on a farm near Roland. He received his 
early education in a country public school, and later attended Highland 
Park College, Des Moites, Red Wing Seminary, Red Wing, Minnesota, 
and Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. He was ordained a 
minister in the Lutheran church and served for a time as pastor at 
Eagle Grove, and at Pontiac, Illinois. At different times he was en- 
gaged in real estate business at Clarion, Iowa, and at Thief River Falls, 
Minnesota. On the entry of the United States into the World War he 
enlisted at Roland in the Iowa National Guard on April 6, 1917, and 
was assigned to the Second Ambulance Company, Medical Department. 
He became first class private, August 1, 1917; sergeant, August 17, 
1917; and was honorably discharged June 4, 1918, to accept commission ; 
appointed second lieutenant in infantry June 5, 1918; first lieutenant 
September 27, 1918. His principal stations were at Camp Pike, Ar- 
kansas; Camp McArthur, Texas; Camp Merritt, New Jersey; and Camp 
Funston, Kansas. He was honorably discharged December 11, 1918. 
After the war he was engaged in farm operations, and in the seed busi- 
ness at Roland where he organized the Skromme Seed Company. In 
1924 he was elected senator and served in the Forty-first and Forty- 
second general assemblies. In 1928 he was a candidate in the primary 
election for the Republican nomination of governor in a field of four 
candidates when.John Hammill received the nomination for a third term. 
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Cuartes Leprey Hays was born in Iowa City, Iowa, February 16, 
1858, and died in Aberdeen, South Dakota, December 20, 1934. Burial 
was at Eldora, Iowa. His parents were Silas and Christina Lepley 
Hays. The family removed to a farm near Eldora where Charles grew 
to manhood, receiving his early education in country public school. He 
later attended Oskaloosa College, and Drake University, being gradu- 
ated in liberal arts from the latter in 1884, and from the Law School 
of Drake in 1885. He taught school for several years, country school 
in Hardin County, and city school in East Des Moines. He followed 
that by the practice of law at Eldora, which he pursued for forty years. 
He was an active lay member of the Christian church, and served his 
community in many ways. He was city attorney of Eldora for some 
time, was a member of the Eldora City Council, of the library board, 
and of the park committee. He assisted materially in securing Pine 
Creek State Park at Eldora. On December 1, 1929, he was appointed 
by Governor John Hammill as judge of the Superior Court at Iowa 
Falls. He was elected to that position March 29, 1931, and continued 
to act until September 8, 1931, when he resigned on account of ill health. 
He was a man of fine character and mental attainments. The last 
portion of his life was spent at Aberdeen, South Dakota, the residence 
of his son, Wendell J. Hays. 


Prrer Arrrep BenpIxeN was born in Davenport, Iowa, October 8, 
1882, and died while temporarily absent at Beardstown, Illinois, De- 
cember 30, 1934. Burial was in Oakdale Cemetery, Davenport. His 
parents were Peter and Katherine Bendixen. He was graduated from 
Glenbrook High School in 1899, attended Coe College, Iowa State Nor- 
mal School, was graduated from University of Chicago with the degree 
of B. S. in 1902, received his M. D. degree from Rush Medical College 
in 1905, and began practice in Davenport soon thereafter. At various 
times he took postgraduate work, studying at the University of Vienna, 
the University of Berlin, and the University of Budapest. In 1914 he 
received the degree of F. A. C. S. from the American College of 
Surgery. He became known as an authority on bone fractures and 
breaks. He was employed by several railroads and other corporations 
and had a very extensive practice. He received distinguished honors 
from the leading medical associations, a recent one being his election 
in 1934 as president of the Central States Society of Industrial Medicine 
and Surgery at its convention at Springfield, Illinois. His charity was 
extensive and his activities in many lines were such as to draw too 
heavily on his vigorous constitution, bringing his early death. 


Totter Curistianson Rone was born in Romsdahl, Norway, April 
27, 1854, and died in Northwood, Iowa, January 7, 1935. Burial was in 
Shell Rock Cemetery three miles northwest of Northwood. He was with 
his parents, Christen and Ingeborg Rone, when they immigrated to 
America, settling in Dane County, Wisconsin, in 1870. He obtained a 
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common school education while in his native country, and in 1874 entered 
as a student Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he 
remained four years, then taught school, first parochial, and later public 
school in Worth County, Iowa, for a few years. He then located on a 
farm about three miles south of Northwood, remaining there until 1914 
when he retired from farming and became a resident of Northwood. 
He held different township offices and in 1887 became secretary of 
Worth County Farmers Mutual Insurance Association which he retained 
for forty years. In 1912 he was elected representative and was re- 
elected in 1914, serving in the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth general 
assemblies. He was an educated and cultured man, was on the local 
library board, had a large private library, and had traveled extensively 
on this continent and in Europe. 


Rosert M. Fintayson was born in Salem Township, Carroll County, 
Illinois, October 7, 1844, and died in Mount Carroll, Illinois, February 
10, 1935. Burial was in the Grundy Center Cemetery, Grundy Center, 
Iowa. He grew to manhood at the farm home of his parents, William 
and Jessie (Mackay) Finlayson, attended common school in the country, 
and was graduated from the Mount Carroll High School. For a few 
years he aided his father on the farm in summers and taught country 
schools in winter. In 1866 he removed to Tama County, Iowa, and fol- 
lowed farming in summers and school-teaching in winters. In 1868 he 
bought 240 acres of wild land in Beaver Township, Grundy County, and 
for the next seventeen years followed the life of a pioneer farmer, 
broke prairie, farmed, ran threshing machines, and took part in public 
matters, held some township offices, and was a member of the County 
Board of Supervisors. In January, 1885, he was appointed county 
auditor to fill a vacancy, and by reason of subsequent elections he held 
that office until January, 1895. In 1893 he became cashier of the First 
National Bank of Grundy Center, in 1896 became president, and con- 
tinued in that position until 1920 when he retired. In 1908 he was 
elected representative and was re-elected in 1910, and served in the 
Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth general assemblies. He was a man of 
unusual ability and fine spirit and served his county, town and com- 
munity in many ways. 


Aveust A. Batiurr was born in Davenport, Iowa, January 12, 1859, 
and died in that city November 18, 1934. Burial was in St. Marguerite’s 
Cemetery, Davenport. His parents were John C. and Matilda Hesse 
Balluff. He attended St. Marguerite’s School, and when fifteen was 
apprenticed to learn the drug business. He remained in that business 
until 1884, following that by being deputy clerk of the District Court 
five years, clerk in the law office of Cook & Dodge four years, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Iowa Telephone Company two years, cashier 
of the Citizens National Bank of Davenport seven years and vice presi- 
dent of the German Savings Bank of Davenport for two years. He was 
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clerk of the District Court from January 1, 1903, to January 1, 1907. 
About 1909 he returned to Cook & Dodge and remained with that firm 


or its successor, Cook & Balluff, until his death. In 1908 he was elected 


representative and served in the Thirty-third General Assembly, and 
was elected senator in 1910 and served in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty- 
fifth assemblies. He served for some time as chairman of the Scott 
Couniy Democratic Central Committee, and was the Second District 
member of the Democratic State Committee from 1914 to 1920. 


Herzserr A. Marne was born in Newton, Iowa, October 12, 1880, and 
died in Waterloo November 25, 1934. Burial was at Jessup. He was 
graduated from North High School, Des Moines, and from the civil 
engineering department of the Agricultural College (now the Iowa State 
College), Ames, in 1902. He at once associated himself with his father, 
James E. Maine, in the James E. Maine Construction Company, Des 
Moines. In 1910 he removed to Waterloo and established the H. A. 
Maine Company and in the course of the next several years erected 
many important buildings in Waterloo, Marshalltown, Ottumwa, Newton 
and other cities, including the ten-story Levitt & Johnson building in 
Waterloo. ‘They also built two power dams on the Cedar River, one 
at Waterloo and one at Nashua. During the World War he was com- 
missioned a first lieutenant in the Navy and was stationed at New York 
City as an assistant in charge of naval construction. He was formerly 
president of the First National Bank of Waterloo, and later vice presi- 
dent of the Commercial National Bank of the same city. On July 4, 
1933, Governor Herring appointed him a member of the State Highway 


Commission, and three months later he became chairman of the com- 
mission. 


Wit11am Hepsurn Bremner was born in Marshalltown, Iowa, October 
24, 1869, and died in Minneapolis, Minnesota, December 11, 1934. He 
received his law degree from the State University of Iowa in 1895 and 
shortly thereafter entered general practice of law in Des Moines, first 
with Robert Shuler as Bremner & Shuler, and later with Crom Bowen 
and Raymond B. Alberson, as Bowen, Bremner & Alberson. In 1902 
he was named city solicitor and served until 1908, when the commission 
plan of city government became operative. Soon thereafter he was 
named general attorney for the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad Co. 
He was advanced to general solicitor of the company in 1913, to general 
counsel in 1916, and to president in 1917. He held the presidency until 
the road went into receivership in 1923, and from that time until his 
death was receiver. He had exceptional ability as a lawyer and an 
executive. When in the University he played both football and baseball 
and upon graduation became representative of that institution on the 
committee which had charge of the annual track meet sponsored by the 
University, Iowa State College, Drake University, and Grinnell College. 
He kept his enthusiasms and his friendships to the end, 
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Gronce C. Cart was born in Kossuth County, Iowa, September 24, 
1860, and died in Sioux City December 18, 1934. His parents were Asa 
C. and Sarah (Heckart) Call, noted Kossuth County pioneers. He ob- 
tained his education at Algona and early turned his attention to real 
estate business and became a large Jand owner. He was active in civic 
affairs and was for a time mayor of Algona. In 1902 he removed to 
Sioux City, disposed of his properties in and around Algona, and soon 
became an extensive real estate owner in Sioux City and devoted much 
time and energy to forwarding that city’s business interests. In 1916 
he helped organize the Call Bond and Mortgage Company and at his 
death was its president. He early became an active advocate of the 
improvement of the Misseuri River for navigation and worked inces- 
santly for it. He labored for more equitable freight rates for his city, 
and for the improvement of the highways leading to Sioux City. He 
served as president of the Sioux City Real Estate Board, and was presi- 
dent of the Greater Sioux City Committee. For twenty years he was 
a member of the Board of Trustees of Morningside College. 


Frerevs L. Anperson was born near Ohio, Illinois, March 16, 1865, 
and died in Marion, Iowa, December 25, 1934. Burial was in Oak Shade 
Cemetery, Marion. His parents were Fenwick and Jeanette Peck An- 
derson. He acquired his education in rural public school. When seven- 
teen years old he began to learn telegraphy and afterward was stationed 
as an operator at several points on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway, going to Marion in 1890 as a night operator. During leisure 
heurs he took up the study of law and was graduated from the Ann 
Arbor Law School in 1894 and began practice in Marion. He served 
as city attorney of Marion for six years, and was mayor of the city. 
On September 1, 1921, Governor Kendall appointed him as one of the 
judges of the Eighteenth Judicial District in place of Milo P. Smith, 
resigned. By reason of elections he served for eight years, or until in 
1929 when he resigned and returned to the practice of his profession. 


Groner . Seren was born in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, No- 
vember 1855, and died in Indianola, Iowa, February 4, 1935. He 
was reared on a farm and received a common school education. In 1887 
he removed to Indianola and engaged in abstract, real estate, loan and 
insurance business in which he continued until shortly before his death. 
He was a member of the Indianola City Council, was elected representa- 
tive in 1910 and served in the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, was 
active in civic affairs of Indianola, was mayor of the city, and for 
several years was justice of the peace. 


Wuitss Birrxame was born in Hanover, Germany, September 18, 
1849, and died in Durant, Cedar County, Iowa, December 13, 1934. 
Burial was in Durant Cemetery. He spent his boyhood in his native 
country, and migrated to the United States in 1868, settling at Daven- 
port. There he attended a private school for a time and later entered 
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the implement business, removing to Durant in 1874. He also engaged 
in real estate business and was financially interested in and a director 
of several banks. He served as school director, councilman, mayor, and 


~ representative, being elected to the latter position in 1924, and serving 


in the Forty-first General Assembly. He was a member of the Luth- 
eran church, and in politics was a Republican. September 2, 1934, he 
and his wife, who was Miss Minnie Feldhahn of Durant, celebrated 
their sixtieth wedding anniyersary. 


Francis Marton Lairp was born on a farm five miles south of Tabor, 
Iowa, in 1855, and died in Tabor December 3, 1934. His parents were 
Johnston and Mary Laird, pioneer settlers of Fremont County. He 
followed farming in his early life, and although retired and living in 
Tabor, he continued until his death to own the farm on which he was 
born. He was secretary of the local school board, was a trustee of 
Tabor College, a member of the town council, and was elected repre- 
sentative from Fremont County in 1903, serving in the Thirtieth and 
Thirty-first general assemblies. He was a Democrat in politics, and an 
active member of the Congregational church. 


Mirron Remiry was born in Lewisburg, Virginia (now West Vir- 
ginia), October 12, 1844, and died in Iowa City, Iowa, March 17, 1930. 
Burial was in Oakland Cemetery, Iowa City. He came with his parents 
to a farm in Johnson County, Iowa, in 1855. He was graduated with 
the degree of A. B. from the State University of Iowa in 1867, and the 
degree of A. M. in 1872. He began the practice of law at Anamosa in 
1868, and in 1872 his brother, Howard Marshall Remley, joined with 
him as a partner, but in 1874 he removed to Iowa City where he con- 
tinued in practice until a few years before his death. In 1894 he was 
elected attorney general and was twice re-elected, serving six years, 
1895-1901. He ranked among the abler men who in the history of the 
state, occupied that important position. 


Orro Srarzincer was born in Des Moines, Iowa, in 1882, and died in 
the same city March 12, 1935. Burial was in Laurel Hill Cemetery, Des 
Moines. He was graduated from East Des Moines High School in 1899 
and from Iowa State College, Ames, in 1903. For a few years he was 
employed by the General Electric Company, and the Fort Wayne, In- 
diana, Electric Company, but in 1908 returned to Des Moines and as- 
sumed the management of the Northwestern Hotel in East Des Moines 
which he continued to do until his death. For years he was interested 
in raising prize stock. In 1916 he was elected representative and served 
in the Thirty-seventh General Assembly. 
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